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t -l Idncd in Tibetan riot 

; LONDON (R) - Ekrca people were kffled and more ftu 106 iq|DMd 
■when rioting brake rat faring a separatist demonstration fa the Tibetan 
capital oC Lhasa. Scmda^. flfe New China News Agency (NCNA) reported. 
The report, monitored if tie British Broadciastfag Corporation fa London, 
said police opened. Bre w rioters, faffing 10, alia- the demonstrators shot 
dead a-poficananrad injured 40 others. NCNA said more than 600 rioters 
rampaged through the streets of Lhasa, anashfe windows, robbing 
restaurants and shops and startfag fires. It said the rtet was preceded by an 
'illegal parade 1 * by jnst 13 Bnddhht monks and mms, holding banners and 
shouting “Independence <br Tibet. *’ Hundreds of supporters fan joined 
the group ahd started throwing stones at a poBce station. NCNA reported: 
“Daring the riot the se par a tists fired at the pofieemen. One poflcentaa was 
Wkd and more than 40 were Injured. Among fa farmed poficemen, 1 1 are 
■ now fa hospital. The -police were forced to fore shots as no other means 
could stop fa rioters, hi fa chaos,' 10 were Mlfed and over 60 faiored 
among the rioters and onlookers.” 
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Afghan rebels seek recognition 

ISLAMABAD (R) — A delegation representing Pakistan-based Afghan 
guerrillas left for Tehran Sunday at tbe start of a mission to seek 
recognition for their newly-formed government-in-exile, guerrilla sources 
said. Radical guerrilla party leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar was leading tbe 
team whkb would also visit Saudi Arabia amt other Muslim countries 
ahead of an I s la m ic foreign ministers meeting later this month, the sources 
said. A guerrilla spokesman said that while in Tehran, Hekmatyar would 
try to patch up differences with Afghan guerrilla groups based in Iran. A 
consultative connril of the seven main Pakistan-based rebel parties chose 
what they call an interim government in February after nearly two weeks of 
feuding between fundamentalists and moderates and a boycott by eight 
smaller groups fa Iran. Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto mi d last 
week the guerrilla demand for international recognition was premature. 
But a Foreign Ministry spokesman, quoted by oQldal television, said 
Sunday Istomahad was considering the demand and the group could be 

recognised at the “appropriate time.” 
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King receives congratulations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Sunday received congratulatory cables from 
senior government officials and heads of official 
and popular bodies on the occasion of Ai Israa 
Wal Mi’raj. 

The cables were sent by Prime Minister Zafd 
Rifai, Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad Al Lawn, Greater Amman Mayor Abdul 
Raouf Al Rawabdeh, Chief Islamic '. Justice 
Sheikh Mohammad MbeOan, the directors of the 
PubHc Security,CSvfl Defence and General IntdB- 
gence departments and Chief of Staff General 
Fatiii Abu Taleb. . 

Awqaf and Islamic ^Affairs Minister Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz Al Khayyat Sunday btaugurated two 
new mosques and an extension to an Acting 
mosque in Zarqa Goveraorate. Costs of the two 
new mosques of Al Radwan and Al Kawther 


amounted to JD 31,000 while the cost of extending 
the Ati Urn Abo Taleb mosque totalled JD 33,000. 

Addressing worshipers, Khayyat called on all 
Mnstnns to follow the tines of the Prophet 
Mohammad and to adhere to the teachings of 
Islam in order to liberate the Al Aqsa Mosque in 
occupied Jerusalem. Kh ayyat also stressed the 
important role played bymosqnes and encour- 
aged tbe construction of more places of Islamic 
worship. 

Abo Sunday, Minister of Industry and Trade 
Hamdi Tabbaa stood a patron of a cycling race 
organised by the Jordanian Cycling Federation to 
mark Al Israa Wal MPrqj and presented cups and 
medals to the winners. The race was attended by 
Khayyat, chairman of the federation. Taking part 
in the race, which started from Al Hallabat area, 
were 22 contestants from seven dubs. 



HM King Hussein 



Waldegrave arrives today 


WQbam Waldegrave examines rubber 
bullets during a visit to the Gaza Strip 
Satmday. ‘ — 


By Rania Atalla with 
agency dispatches • 

AMMAN — British Foreign 
Office Minis ter William Waldeg- 
rave, currently on a fact-finding 
mission in the Middle East, is due 
in Amm an Monday for talks with 
senior Jordanian officials on 
efforts for peace in the region. 

Waldegrave will be briefed on 
the Kingdom’s position vis-a-vis 
the peace process as well as Jor- 
dan’s evaluation of international 
efforts towards peace in the area. 

Waldegrave, who has been on 
a six-day tour of the occupied 
West Bank, Gaza and Israel, said 
Saturday Israeli military occupa- 
tion of those territories was an 
“utter impossibility." and de- 
scribed Israeli arguments that the 
situation in the territories would 
improve with time as “crazy.” 
On Sunday, .Waldegrave said 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir would visit London on his 
way to the United States this 
month-anti that British Foreign 


Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe 
would go to Israel within the next 
few months. 

The British minister hit a raw 
nerve with Israeli leaders last 
year when he compared the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) with the Jewish 
underground groups which oper- 
ated during the British rule of 
Palestine. 

. Waldegrave's predecessor 
David Mellor angered Israel 
when he visited tbe Palestinian 
refugee camp of Jabalya last year 
and berated an Israeli colonel 
whose men dispersed a demon- 
stration in sight of television 
cameras. Mellor now serves in 
• another ministry. British officials 
have said his transfer was not 
related to his biting remarks in 
Gaza. 

Britain has been instrumental 
in bringing about the European 
Community's endorsement of an * 
international peace conference 
attended by afl parries involved in 
the Arab-lSraeli conflict. 


Earlier this mouth, Waldeg- 
rave became the first British 
minist er to meet PLO leader Yas- 
ser Arafat, sharply criticising 
Israel's refusal to negotiate with 
the PLO. Analysts believe tbe 
meeting has signalled a shift in 
Britain’s policy in the Middle 
East. 

In his talks with Waldegrave, 
Jerusalem's Israeli mayor, Teddy 
KoUek, suggested Jerusalem 
should incorporate a neighbour- 
ing town to give Palestinians a 
capital, his spokesman said 
Sunday. 

Bonnie Boxer said Kollek 
raised the idea of incorporating 
Ramallah into Jerusalem during 
talks with Waldegrave Friday. 

’Teddy first raised the idea in 
1969." she said. “Jerusalem has 
incorporated many new neigh- 
bourhoods, and if it took in the 
Ramallah area it would be called 
Jerusalem and could become tbe 
Palestinian administrative centre 

(Continued on- page 3) 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s 
armed forces have announced 
that they are quitting politics. 

The move is part of a major 
reshaping of the country’s politic- 
al life under a new constitution 
that abandons a 27-year commit- 
ment to socialism and opens the 
way to a multi-party democracy. 

It was announced Saturday 
evening after a meeting between 
President Chadli Benjedid and 
senior officers of tbe army and 
Defence Ministry. 

Colonel Yabla Rahal, central 
director of the army's political 
commissariat, said in a statement 
distributed by the news agency 
APS that the military had decided 
to withdraw representatives from 
the central committee of the rul- 
ing National Liberation Front 
(FLN). 

The armed forces would no 
longer play a political role, Rahal 
said. 

Close links between Algeria’s 
army and ruling party date back 
to the FLNs guerrilla struggle 


against French colonial rule 
which ended with independence 
in 1962.. Army officers have long 
played a major behind-the-scenes 
role. 

President Benjedid, who took 
office in 1979 after the death of 
Houaid Boumedienne, was him- 
self an army colonel. He is still 
defence minister and com- 
mander- in-chief. 

Since riots last October, 
which were sparked by austerity 
policies but turned into a wide- 
spread attack on the FLN. the 
59-year-old president has pushed 
througtf sweeping reforms. 

The party has been divorced 
from executive power, the gov- 
ernment is now formally re- 
sponsible to parliament and pro- 
hibitions on political groups out- 
side the FLN have been dropped. 

Col. Rahal said that after the 
approval of the new constitution 
in a referendum last week “it is 
necessary that the national peo- 
ple’s army should be above poli- 
tical debate, insofar as it is in 


future called upon to develop 
within the framework of the crea- 
tion of associations of a political 
character.” 

“The national people’s army 
should not be implicated in the 
complex play of tendencies be- 
cause, as a force at the service 
only of legal authority, it must 
keep intact the unity of its ranks 
and the discipline of its commit- 
ment for the defence of the super- 
ior interests of the nation and the 
free choice of the people." Rahal 
said. 

“It is for all these reasons, and 
in order to reaffirm their full 
adhesion to the- democratic pro- 
cess in progress, that the repre- 
sentatives of the national people's 
army within tbe FLN have unani- 
mously decided today to ask the 
president of the republic, sup- 
reme commander of the armed 
forces, to be discharged from 
their duties as member of the 
central committee of the FLN.” 

The meeting was attended by 
General -Mostefa Cheloufi, 



Chadli Beqjedid 

secretary-general of the Defence 
Minis try, General KhaJed Nez- 
zar, the army chief of staff. 
General Mohammad Attailia, its 
inspector-general, and Col. 
Rahal. 

APS said Benjedid had 
accepted their resignation from 
the Ceatral Committee. The 
agency did not say how many 
army representatives there were 
in the Central Committee. 


Sheikh Sabah briefs Syrians on Lebanon 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — The 
bead of the Arab League’s Leba- 
non peace team arrived in 
Damascus Sunday to brief Syrian 
leaders on the progress of talks 
with Lebanese religious chiefs. 

Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Ai 
Sabah, Kuwait’s foreign minister, 
told reporters he was carrying a 
written message from the emir of 
Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah, for Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad. 

He said the message dealrwith 
tbe Lebanese issue and the activi- 
ties of tbe six-member Arab 
League peace committee. 


Sheikh Sabah held similar talks 
with Syrian leaders after tbe com- 
mittee’s first round of talks with 
rival prime ministers Salim 
Hossm and Major-General 
Michel Aoun in Tunis in January. 

He said the second round of 
talks with Lebanese religious 
leaders in Kuwait last month 
would be followed by a third 
round in Kuwait March 17 and 18 
to which 30 Lebanese would be 
invited. 

Diplomats said the list would 
include former Lebanese presi- 
dents, prime ministers and speak- 
ers of parliament in addition to 


heads of political parties. 

In Lebanon, militia leader 
WaHd Junblatt said be would turn 
down an invitation to the talks 
but would send other militia 
chiefs to represent his views. 

He told a news conference at 
an ancient palace in the mo untain 
town of Mukhtara that he had 
nothing new to say to the Arab 
peace committee. 

Sheikh Sabah was met on arriv- 
al by his counterpart, Farouk Al 
Sharaa, one of Syria’s main ex- 
perts on Lebanon. 

Syria is not a member of the 
committee, which groups in addi- 


, non to Sheikh Sabah, the foreign 
ministers of Jordan, Tunisia, 
Algeria, Sudan and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Since its formation in January 
by an emergency meeting of Arab 
foreign ministers, the Arab 
League committee has held two 
meetings with various Lebanese 
officials. 

“We hope that the efforts of 
'committee on Lebanon will be 
crowned with success with the 
assistance of our Syrian 
brothers," Sheikh Sabah declared 
on arrival in Damascus. 


Aoun orders navy to block militia ports 


BEIRUT (AP) — General 
Michel Aoun, bead of the milit- 
ary government vying for power 
with a rival civilian cabinet, Sun- 
day ordered. Lebanon’s tiny navy 
to stop all foreign ships from 
entering miEtia-mn ports in a 
fresh move against private 
armies. 

An official statement said 
Aoun, commander of -Lebanon's 
fragmented army, said tbe order, 
which takes effect Monfay., was 
an attempt io restore government 
authority ffeat has been eroded by 
14. years v p^ y <^_war. 

The statement said Aoun 
reactivated^ maritime office, pa- 
ralysed since the ’dvil war broke 
out in' 1975, to supervise Leba- 
non’s, lTWrilometre Medkerra- 

ravy 

tHegal harbours. . .. 


Acting Prime Minister Salim 
Hoss, who heads the civilian 
cabinet, warned that Aoun’s 
move could trigger new tensions 
“because of unilateral decisions 
taken without prior coordina- 
tion.” 

' But Hoss did not say whether 
his cabinet would seek to counter 
Aoun’s move. 

Militias have been running 
their own ports to get arms and 
supplies as well as all other im- 
ported goods for the areas under 
their control. 

That robbed the state treasury 
of an estimated $100 million, a 
year in customs levies. 

Aoun's move followed his 
crackdown last- month on the 
Lebanese Forces, the main right- 
ist militia' add' his government’s 
piain rival in the Christian heart- 
land north and northeast of 


Beirut. 

Police said 82 people were kil- 
led and at least 200 wounded in 
the three-day confrontation be- 
tween Aoun’s 20.000 predomi- 
nantly Christian troops and the 
6,000-strong militia led by Samir 
Geagea. 

Aoun has driven the Lebanese 
Forces out of the so-called fifth 
Basin of Beirut's port, which the 
militia operated as its own har- 
bour, and taken over inland cus- 
toms posts, that earned the mili- 
tia an estimated $400,000 a day. 

He also ordered that no taxes 
should be paid to the Lebanese 
Forces in areas under army con- 
trol, stripping the militia of 
another 30 per cent of its re- 
venue. 

His new move was aimed at 
closing down other illegal ports 
ran by other militias. 


Aoun’s forces may be able to 
enforce the shipping ban in mili- 
tia ports in the Christian sector, 
but he will likely have more 
difficulty doing so in ports held by 
militias south of Beirut where his 
writ does not run. 

Aoun's move against the 
Lebanese Forces has done much 
to restore government authority 
in the Christian sector. He has 
urged his rivals to reassert state 
authority in territory they control 
and take similar action against 
militias. 

The.navy is under Aoun’s con- 
trol. It consists of one patrol craft, 
armed with a 20-mm cannon and 
three .S&calibre heavy machine 
guns, and three smaller French- 
made Byblos coastal patrol boats 
each armed with two .50-calibre 
machine guns. 


1 3 Palestinians shot and 
wounded in W. Bank, Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — At least 13 Palesti- 
nians were shot and wounded in 
clashes with Israeli soldiers in the 
occupied territories Sunday as 
Palestinian activists declared a 
week of escalated resistance to 
mark tbe Al Israa Wal Mi'raaj. 

Leaflets signed by the under- 
ground leadership of the uprising 
called for a “day of confronta- 
tion" with Israeli troops Sunday. 
Masked protesters responded by 
hurling stones at soldiers in towns 
and villages throughout the occu- 
pied territories, Palestinian 
sources said. 

Palestinians erected barricades 
and burned tyres in Gaza City in 
the occupied Gaza Strip and 
pelted Israeli troops with rocks, 
an Arab reporter said. 

Protesters in the Sabra neigh- 
bourhood of Gaza burned a 
wooden statue of an Israeli sol- 
dier and an Israeli flag as they 
waved Palestinian flags, he said. 

Hospital officials said nine 
Palestinian teenagers were shot 
and wounded in stone-throwing 
clashes in Gaza City, Khan 
Yunis, Rafail and the Jabaliya 
refugee camp where the Palesti- 
nian uprising began 15 months 
ago. 

The wounded included two 
boys from Khan Yunis, aged 12 
and 13, who were shot in the 
stomach, and a 12-year-old from 


Rafah hit in the shoulder, the 
doctors said. 

In the West Bank town of 
Ramallah, customs officials shot 
and wounded two Palestinians 
when a crowd stoned their 
offices, police said. 

Nablus, the West ' Bank’s 


largest city, was under curfew for 
the 11th consecutive day since 
protesters in its market killed an 
Israeli soldier by dropping a con- 
crete block from a rooftop, the 
army said. 

During a search-and-arrest op- 
eration in the city, troops shot 


and wounded . a knife-wielding 
Arab who cut 'a soldier's arm, 
sources quoted by Reuters said. 

Sources said troops ordered 
residents of the market to put 
steel mesh over windows over- 
looking the market's narrow 
(Continued on page 3) 



An Israeli army officer orders Israeli peace activists the occupied West Bank Saturday to hold a peace 
to turn back as they attempted to enter Beit Sira in gathering. 


Iraq ready to release all PoWs 


BAGHDAD (AP) — President 
Saddam Hussein said Sunday that 
Iraq was.readyto repatriate all its 
Iranian prisoners of war (P6Ws) 
if Tehran agrees to free all the 
Iraqis it bolds, Baghdad Radio 
reported. * 

The radio' quoted Hussein as 
saying that the PoW swap could 
be carried out immediately out- 
side the stalled peace negotia- 
tions between tbe two countries 
to end the Gulf war. 

In a related development, port 
authority officials in the southern 
city of Basra told the Associated 
Press Sunday that Iraq had 
started clearing wrecked ships 
and war debris from its half of the 
disputed Shaft 1 Al Arab water- 
way, the southern boundary be- 
tween Iraq and Iran. 

Baghdad Radio quoted Hus- 
sein as saying at a meeting with 
Hans Coshler, president of the 


Vienna-based International Prog- 
ress Organisation, a human rights 
group, that “Iraq, for humanita- 
rian and legal reasons, is fully 
ready to start a total exchange of 
prisoners with Iran.” 

A comprehensive PoW ex- 
change would be a major break- 
through that could break the 
deadlock in implementing United 
Nations Security Council Resolu- 
tion 598, the basis for the six- 
month-old ceasefire in the Gulf 
war. 

Hussein said if the Iranians 
were delaying agreement on an 
exchange because they were wor- 
ried that returning Iraqi prisoners 
would rejoin tbe army, the Un- 
ited Nations would be asked to 
guarantee assurances by both 
countries that repatriated prison- 
ers of war would not be sent back 
into the field. 

The two rides have released a 


few hundred ailing and disabled 
prisoners since the U.N.-spon- 
sored ceasefire look effect Aug. 
20 . 

But a full exchange has been 
held up because of the deadlock 
in the peace talks. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross has registered 
50,812 prisoners held by Iran and 
19,284 Iranians in Iraqi hands. 
But U.N. and other officials esti- 
mate the total number of PoWs to 
be around 100,000. 

Iraq Saturday blamed Iran for 
the deadlock in the peace talks 
and accused it of backing off an 
agreement that a joint military 
group should consolidate the 
ceasefire. 

The dispute over the Shall Al 
Arab has also been a major factor 
in bogging down the peace talks. 

Iran insists that a 1975 agree- 
ment which drew the border 


down the middle of the waterway 
is still valid. 

Iraq insists the treaty was abro- 
gated before the war and that the 
border runs down the eastern, 
Iranian bank. 

Iraqi officials in Basra said in 
telephone interviews that work 
started earlier this week to clear 
the Shatt. Iraq’s only outlet to (he 
Gulf. 

They said clearing operations 
were" underway along 15 
kilometres of the waterway run- 
ning south from Maaqal, Basra's 
main commercial harbour before 
the war. to lift sunken ships, 
unexploded ordnance and silt 
accumulated during the war. 

Iraq has demanded that the 
190-kilometre waterway be 
cleared by the U.N. without wail- 
ing for the outcome of the peace 
talks. 


Arafat proposes talks with Shamir 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
has proposed talks with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and indicated a willingness to 
demilitarise the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip as part of a Middle 
East peace settlement, a govern- 
ment official said Sunday. 

Arafat was quoted as making 
tbe statements last month in 
Tunis, saying he would accept 
U.N. or multinational forces in 
the occupied territories, once 
they became an independent 
state, instead of maintaining 
Palestinian troops there. 

The Israeli official, who spoke 
to tbe AP on condition of anony- 


mity, confirmed a report pub- 
lished by the Haaretz daily. He 
said the comments were made to 
U.S. Congressman Wayne 
Owens, a Utah Democrat, and 
passed on to Israel as part of 
“routine reports” about tbe Un- 
ited States’ three-month dialogue 
with the PLO. 

Owens was not immediately 
available for comment. 

The Israeli official said Arafat 
told the congressman that he 
wanted to meet with mainstream 
Israeli leaders like Shamir and 
Finance Minister Shimon Peres, 
head of Israel’s Labour Party. 

A spokesman for Shamir said 
the prime minister would not 
meet with Arafat under any con- 


dition. 

“These are useless efforts from 
tbe start. Nothing will move Sha- 
mir to speak with Arafat...” said 
spokesman Yossi Ahimeir. “Ev- 
ery effort made by naive people 
in this direction is a waste." 

No spokesman for Peres was 
available, but his Labour Party, 
like Shamir's Likud bloc, has an 
official policy of not talking to the 
PLO. 

News of Arafat's message came 
as the Israeli government intensi- 
fied a diplomatic campaign to try 
to halt the talks between 
Washington and the PLO. 

Justice Minister Dan Meridor 
said Sunday that the continuation 
of these contacts despite attempts 


by Palestinian fighters to “infil- 
trate” Israel last week from Leba- 
non was a test of U.S. credibility 
in the Middle East. 

“The American reaction isn’t 
the one which would have been 
expected of a country which hon- 
ours its credibility,- Meridor said 
on army radio. “We have to call 
on the Americans to honour their 
commitments and halt these con- 
tacts.” 

Left-wing Israelis, including 
aides to Peres and Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin of the 
Labour Party, have circumvented 
the boycott of the PLO in the last 
month by meeting pro-PLO lead- 
ers in the West Bank, such as 
(Continued on page 3) 


Tehran says London has not done enough 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran 
said Sunday Britain had not done 
enough in criticising “The Satanic 
Verses" to prevent Tehran cut- 
ting relations, as it has promised 
to do Tuesday. 

Referring to comments by Brit- 
ish Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and two of her ministers 
last week that die book offended 
Muslims, the Iranian news agency 
IRNA said: 

“These remarks... are aimed at 
breaking tbe deadlock the Lon- 
don government itself has created 
by adopting incorrect stands on 
relations with Iran and this is far 
from meeting the conditions set 
by the Majlis (parliament).” 

The Iranian parliament voted 
last Tuesday to cut diplomatic ties 
with Britain in seven days unless 
London retracted its defence of 
Satanic Verses author Salman 
Rushdie. 

In making their remarks the 
British leaders insisted they still 
supported freedom of expression 
and called on Iranian spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini to withdraw the death 
threat he issued against Rushdie 


last month. 

IRNA, which Saturday de- 
scribed Thatcher’s remarks as an 
expression of sympathy for Mus- 
lims, said Sunday Britain had 
moderated its stand but not 
changed it. 

“Political circles in Tehran 
maintain that the implementation 
of the Majlis' conditions is the 
only way for Britain to break the 
deadlock in her ties with 
Tehran,” the agency said, 
adding: 

“The withdrawal of all copies 
of *The Satanic Verses’ and ban- 
ning of its reprinting by the Brit- 
ish government would certainly 
bring London closer to the imple- 
mentation of the Iranian condi- 
tions.” 

In Baiigkok Sunday several 
hundred Thai Muslims staged a 
peaceful rally and religious lead- 
ers called for the banning of “The 
Satanic Verses” and for Rushdie 
to apologise to Muslims. 

Newsweek reported Saturday 
that Khomeini’s order Feb. 14 for 
Rushdie to be killed destroyed a 
deal for the release of three Bri- 
tons held in Beirut. 


Britain closed its embassy in 
Tehran days after Khomeini's ac- 
tion and the other European 
Community members recalled 
their top envoys. 

Iran may attend next week's 
Islamic foreign ministers meeting 
in Jeddah to seek support for its 
stand, diplomats in Saudi Arabia 
said Sunday. 

Two Iranian officials flew to 
the Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) headquarters in 
Jeddah last week to attend an 
experts’ meeting before the min- 
isterial conference March 12-13. 

Iran said last week it had writ- 
ten to OIC members asking them 
to give top priority to forging a 
united stand against “The Satanic 
Verses” at the meeting of the 
46-member body. 

Diplomats had earlier said Iran 
might boycott the meeting but it 
now has "an interest in attending 
to tty to gain support for its 
stand. 

Tehran Radio Saturday night 
quoted OIC Secretary General 
Hamid Al Gabid as telling the 
Iranian officials in Jeddah that 
OIC foreign ministers should in- 


vestigate the West's support for 
the book “and legal measures 
should be taken.” 

JibriJ vows to kfil Rushdie 
A hardline Palestinian leader 
vowed Sunday to kill Rushdie in 
compliance with the orders of 
Khomeini. 

Ahmed Jibril, leader of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC), said in a statement: 
“We in the PFLP-GC will con- 
front this new conspiracy (against 
Islam) and work to execute the 
legal action against Rushdie." 

A spokesman for the Baghdad - 
based PFLF-GC, asked if the 
statement represented a death 
threat against the Indian-born a } 
thor, said: "certainly. This is a 
death sentence against Rushdie.” 
The statement, quoting verses 
from the Koran, said “The Sata- 
nic Verses" was a conspiracy to 
defame Islam and had been writ- 
ten at the behest of “arrogant” 
forces. 

“The satanic media all over the 
world rallied their resources to 
promote Rushdie’s book,” Jib- 
ril’s statement said. 
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An Afghan soldier relaxes while guarding the Afghan Foreign Ministry bidding in Kabul 

Army guns shatter Kabul 
calm as supply convoy rolls in 


ON THE SALANG HIGH- 
WAY, Afghanistan (R) — 
Afghan army units Sunday re- 
sumed firing on Mujahedeen re- 
bels hidden in the hills north of 
Kabul, ending almost two weeks 
of calm around the Afghan 
capital. 

As the second stage of a large 
convoy of supply trucks roiled 
towards Kabul down the SaJang 
Highway from tbe Soviet border, 
army units on tbe city outskirts 
opened fire with artillery and 
rockets. 

At Khair Khana 12 kilometres 
from the city, salvoes from multi- 
barrelled rocket launchers and 
shells from 152-miflimetre field 
guns were fired northwest to- 
wards the rebel-held Charkadara 
Valley. 

Truck drivers reported few re- 
bel attacks on the 450-kilometre 
route from the Soviet border 
town of Tennez. Soviet-built heli- 
copter gunships flew above the 
trucks along the last few 
kilometres to make sure. 

Several hundred trucks car- 
rying food, fuel and other sup- 
lies arrived in the Afghan capital 
aturday in the first stage of the 
convoy, its safety guaranteed in a 
deal between the rebels and Pres- 
ident Najibullah, Afghan officials 
said. 

The unseen enemy made no 
serious effort. to hit the road or 
stop Sunday's convoy, a mixture 
of military and civilian trucks* 


interspersed with Soviet-made 
eight-wheeled armoured person- 
nel carriers each with about a 
dozen Afghan soldiers. 

Puffs of smoke from incoming 
shells a few hundred metres from 
the road and the crackle of small 
arms fire around the hills showed 
the Mujahedeen were not far 
from the city. 

In Moscow, the Soviet news 
agency TASS./ said the convoy 
came under small arms fire on its 
way to Kabul but arrived "practi- 
cally without losses.” 

It blamed the attacks on rebels 
loyal to Ahmad Shah Massoud, 
the most successful field com- 
mander in nine years of fighting 
against Afghan and Soviet 
troops. 

Officials in Kabul said Satur- 
day that Afghan authorities had 
struck a deal with a rebel leader 
controlling the Salang area to 
allow the convoy to pass. One 
diplomat said the deal would 
most likely have been concluded 
with Massoud. 

The renewed fighting was in 
vivid contrast to Saturday, when 
the first part of the convoy — up 
to 600 trucks according to Afghan 
officials — arrived along the same 
route with no sign of the Mujahe- 
deen and with only one minor 
attack en route. 

Saturday night saw an upsurge 
of the firing which was a regular 
nightly event in Kabul before the 
last of an estimated 15.000 Soviet 


troops withdrew last month. 

Most of the overnight action 
appeared to be east of Kabul in 
the direction of the big Afjghan 
air force base at Bagram. 

Officials had no explanation 
for that firing nor for the artillery 
duel Sunday. 

Residents said they doubted 
whether it heralded a serious 
rebel move against Kabul and the 
mood remained relatively relaxed 
with no visible increase in the 
military presence in the city. 

A convoy organiser who arrived 
in Kabul Saturday said he be- 
lieved the attack on the first stage 
of the convoy came not from 
Massoud but a rival rebel leader. 

"Massoud does not stop food 
and fuel for Kabul now. The 
rockets were fired by Gulbud- 
din's men,” Abdul Fatah said, 
referring to hard-line guerrilla 
chief Gulbuddin Hekmatyar who 
opposes compromise with Na- 
jibullah. 

Afghan officials said Saturday 
the quid-pro-quo of the deal for 
Massoud would be food, land, 
fertilisers, an assurance that he 
would be allowed to retain de 
facto control over his areas of 
influence and even the right to 
buy arms. 

TASS, in its Sunday report, 
quoted an Afghan colonel as 
saying that 1,200 more trucks 
were expected in Kabul in the 
next few days to relieve shortages 
of flour, meat and fuel. 


Mahdi to stay on, plans peace drive 

KHARTOUM (Agencies) — Sudanese Prime Minis- 
ter Sadeq A1 Mahdi said Sunday he would stay on 
despite an earlier threat to resign and anno unced the 
formation of a new broad-based government. 


He told a news conference he 
had received assurances from his ' 
generals, who openly challenged 
his rule two weeks ago, that they 
would continue to respect tbe 
constitution. 

Trade unions, he said, had also 
pledged to freeze strikes. 

On Saturday, 30 Sudanese poli- 
tical parties and several key un- 
ions agreed to adopt a peace pact 
to end nearly six years of civil war 
.in south Sudan. 

The agreement was contained 
in a document that is to serve as a 
working programme for the new 
government to replace Mahdi ? s 
existing coalition. 

But tbe militant National Isla-. 
mic Front (NTR), ja- coalition 


member which takes a hawkish 
stand on the war, boycotted tbe 
final round of negotiations 
Saturday. 

Mahdi said the new govern- 
ment would provide quick, con- 
sistent support for the armed 
forces and would work for peace 
in south Sudan. 

He said a series of meetings 
would be held soon "to serve the 
question of peace” but did not 
elaborate. 

The military last month com- ■ 
plained to Mahdi that it lacked 
political backing and was poorly 
equipped and supplied. It gave 
the prime minister seven days to 
implement reforms, a deadline 
that expired last Monday. 


Mahdi , expressing fears of a 
military coup, told parliament the 
day the deadline expired that he 
would resign Sunday unless he 
received assurances from the 
army and the unions. 

But Mahdi told the news con- 
ference: “I shall now continue the 
journey of responsibility.” 

Mahdi, 53} said he would im- 
mediately begin consultations to 
form a new government to rule 
Sudan until general elections 
scheduled for April next year. 

He did not identify the political 
parties that would form his new 
broad-based government but 
political sources close to the ex- 
isting government said it was like- 
ly to exdude the NIF. 

Mahdi said the new govern- 
ment would be sworn in as soon 
as possible and- -would include 
trade union representatives. 

The 60,000-strong army has 


suffered a series of reverses since 
September in its war with rebels 
of the Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA). 

Arab and Western diplomats 
said last week that troops in 
besieged southern garrison towns 
had little ammunition and no 
food. 

Last November, the Democra- 
tic Unionist Party (DUP) signed a 
peace pact with tire SPLA, fight- 
ing to end what it sees as domina- 
tion by the north over the south. 

The DUP quit Mahdi’s coali- 
tion government when parlia- 
ment reject the peace accord, 
which the NIF described as a 
humiliating surrender. 

Hie military problems in the 
south have been compounded by 
domestic unrest in the north, with 
frequent strikes to protest against 
rising prices and poor pay. 

According to reports in the 
Egyptian press, tbe new agree- 


ment included a seven-point 
programme for the new govern- 
ment calling for the protection of 
the legitimacy of the constitution 
and the present multi-party 
democratic regime, as well as 
stressing public freedom and hu- 
man rights. 

the reports said the program- 
me also called on the new govern- 
ment to officially endorse the 
tentative DUP-SPLA peace 
agreement. 

The agreement calls for an 
immediate ceasefire, end of the 
state of emergency winch has 
been in effect since President 
Jaafar Numeiri was ousted in 
19S5, freezing of the 1983 Islamic 
laws and any alternative laws, 
and the holding of a constitution- 
al conference with all political 
powers as well as the rebels to 
end the war and form a new 
government. 


Husseiiii hopes to 
attend conference 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A 
Palestinian activist jailed recently 
for alleged hostile activity in die 
Israeli-occupied territories left 
Sunday hoping to attend an 
Israeli-Palestinian peace confer- 
ence in New York. 

Faisal A1 Husseini, 48, has met 
dozens of Israeli peace activists, 
including members of parliament, 
since being freed in January after 
18 months in an Israeli prison 
without trial. He has said he 
believes the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) backs his 
talks. 

At Tel Aviv airport, Husseini 
told reporters he would fly to 
London and hoped to pick up an 
American visa to attend the 
peace symposium next weekend 
sponsored by the Israeli and 
Palestinian publications. New 
Outlook and Al Fajr. 

Israeli officials said it was the 
first time Husseini, suspected of 
acting on behalf of the PLO. had 
been allowed to go abroad in 12* 
years. 

In Washington Saturday, tbe State 
Department said it 'was considering 
requests by two PLO officials and 
a West Bank Palestinian to attend 
the conference. The Washington 
Post said the visa requests posed 
a dilemma for the Bush adminis- 
tration. 

The newspaper identified tbe 
Palestinians as Husseini Nabil 


Shaath, a senior adviser to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
head of tbe Palestine National 
Council’s political committee, 
and Afif Safieh, PLO representa- 
tive in tbe Netherlands. 

'The visa requests are under 
review,” Dennis Harter, a U.S. 
spokesman said. A visa request 
from a fourth person, Bassem 
Abu Sharif, a PLO spokesman, 
was apparently dropped after 
U.S. officials told the PLO it 
would be impossible. 

The State Department said Fri- 
day it was concerned by the in- 
creasing number of Palestinian 
attacks attempted against Israel. 
It said they cast doubt on Arafat's 
pledge last December to end ter- 
rorism against the Zionist state. 

Tbe United States ended a 
13-year freeze on relations with 
the PLO after Arafat met U.S. 
conditions in December on re- 
nunciation of terrorism and 
acceptance of Israel. 

The plans for feraeli-Palesti- 
nian talks in New York are a 
crucial test of U.S. commitment 
to Middle East peace and its 
dialogue with the PLO, Palesti- 
nian officials in Cairo said 
Sunday. 

They said the first issue is 
whether Washington will give 
Palestinians visas to attend next 
weekend’s peace symposium. 

"This will be interesting — to 



Faisal Al Husseiiii 

see the Uoited States refuse 
Palestinians visas to meet Isrelis 
in New York, after all their talk 
about the need for direct negotia- 
tions,” said Shaath. 

“We don’t like the foot-drag- 
ging the Bush administration is 
doing. They are deliberately 
wasting time... the United States 
underestimates the risks very, 
very much,” said Shaath. ■ 

Shaath said he hoped his de- 
legation would include Safieh and 
Husseini, director of the Arab 
Studies Society in Jerusalem. 

PLO representative in Cairo 
Said Kama! said Washington 
would. signal it was under the 
influence of Israel and the Jewish 
lobby if it refused to grant visas to 
Palestinians for the symposium. 

He said die Bush, administra- 
tion appeared to be waiting until 
after a series of meetings with I 
Arab and Isreli leaders. j 


PNF urges Arabs to 
extend aid to uprising 


KUWAIT (AP) — The Palestine 
National Fund (PNF) Sunday cal- 
led on all Arab states to honour 
their commitments ' to extend 
financial support to the Palesti- 
nian uprising. 

A statement issued at the end 
of a two-day meeting at tbe 
Palestinian embasty in Kuwait, 
chaired by Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, referred to the 
decision by the pan-Arab summit 
of June 1988 in Algeria. 

At the Algiers summit, the 
Arabs promised a one-shot $128 
million donation for the intifada, 
and a monthly payment of $43 
milli on for as long as the uprising 
continued, PLO officials have 
said. Some PLO officials late 
1988 said only a third of the 
money has been paid. 

“Tbe fund also urges Arab and 
Islamic peoples to increase their 
support to the intifada which has 
started to have its impact on the 
enemy (Israel) itself and the in- 
ternational arena.” the statement 
said. 

“The fund will do its utmost 
within its capabilities to meet all 
requirements of the Palestinian 
people in such a manner that 
enables them to continue their 
uprising,” it added. 

The statement gave no details, 
but PLO sources said that one of 
the results of the meeting was a 
series of recommendations for 
raising funds to cushion a deficit 


in the PLO’s budget caused by 
tbe ever-increasing financial bur- 
den in the occupied territories, 
and the failure of a number of 
Arab countries to pay their sum- 
mit-decreed contributions. 

A programme for Palestinian 
financial interdependence has 
also been endorsed by the fund, 
the sources added. A PLO offi- 
cial, who asked that his name be 
withheld, called it a “self-reliance 
approach” and said that Palesti- 
nians outside the occupied terri- 
tories would "financially support 
their brethren inside the occupied 
lands.” 

Taking part in the PNF meet- 
ings were a number of PLO ex- 
ecutive committee members and 
Sheikh Abdul Hamid Al Sayeh, 
speaker of the Palestine National 
Council . 

Sal ah Khalaf, senior aide to 
Arafat in the mainstream PLO 
group Fateh, earlier complained 
that Arab states were according 
more financial support to the 
Alghao rebels than they extend 
to the Palestinians. 

The PLO, like Jordan and 
Syria, had been promised a com- 
bined total of $30 billion from a 
March 1979 pan-Arab summit 
over 10 years which ended with 
the start of 1989. The money was 
promised by the Arab states but 
few kept up their commitments. 
Only SAudi Arabia paid its share 
on schedule. 


S. Yemen 


political 

prisoners 

ABU DHABI (R) — An exiled 
former president of South Yemen 
has told a Gulf newspaper that a 
group of his associates were re- 
leased from prison Saturday by 
rivals who overthrew him three 
years ago. 

Former President AH Nasser 
Mohammad described the release 
of 35 political prisoners in Aden 
as a step towards national recon- 
ciliation, Abu Dhabi’s Al Ittihad 
reported Sunday. 

"The move is aimed at impro- 
ving the internal political situa- 
tion and ending the crisis, which 
we believe could be defused 
through a comprehensive nation- 
al reconciliation,” the newspaper 
quoted Mohammad as saying in 
an interview in North Yemen. 

Mohammad and his allies were 
the losers in a 1986 upheaval in 
South Yemen’s ruling parry. He 
fled the countty and was sent- 
enced to death in absentia by the 
new government of President 
Haider Abu Baker Al Atlas. 

Hundreds of his followers were 
also sentenced to death or prison 
in absentia. 
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He told Al Ittihad that those 
released Saturday included for- 
mer ministers of information, 
education, and energy and min- 
ing. and that charges had been 
dropped against two exiled for- 
mer members of the poiitburo. 

The newspaper quoted 
Mohammad as saying new prop- 
osals for a political settlement 
have been presented to the gov- 
ernment in Aden. He did not 
make dear whether these were 
passed directly or through a third 
party. 

"A solution will be based on 
cancelling sentences against all 
involved in the 1986 events and 
starting a direct dialogue to en- 
sure the return of all refugees." 
he told the paper. 


Hawks and ‘ doves 9 edge Israeli Labour into wilderness 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

TEL AVTV — The Labour 
Party of Israel's late leader 
David Ben Gurion is being tom 
between hawks and doves in a 
bitter debate that could cast it 
into the political wilderness. 

After being the leading poli- 
tical forces for the first 30 years 
of Israel's existence. Labour 
lost its politial dominance 12 
years ago in a landmark gener- 
al election that brought the 
right-wing Likud Party to 
power. 

Last week, under the tired 
leadership of Finance Minister 
.Shimon Peres, it lost its long- 
standing hold on local govern- 
ment. ceding six of the coun- 
try's 10 biggest cities to Likud. 

In November, it was narrow- 
ly defeated by Ukud in generaj 
elections. 

Labour now faces the same 
divisive debates between left 
and right, pragmatists and 
idealists, which have wracked 
Britain's Labour Party and 
West Germany's Social Demo- 
crats, keeping both in opposi- 
tion for most of the 1980s. 

To or not to 

In Western Europe, the issue 



Yitzhak Rabin 

that has debilitated the left is 
nuclear disarmament. In Israel, 
it is whether to talk to the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

“Without negotiations with 
the representatives of tbe 
Palestinian people, there will 
not be peace," outgoing 
Labour Secretary-General Uzi 
Bar am said in a stinging attack 
on the party leadership last 
Thursday. 

Baram and the "doves' 1 who 


dominate Labour's younger 
generation say voters have 
turned away from the party 
because it offers no alternative 
to Likud's right-wing 
"nationalism." 

The “doves” want Labour to 
quit the “national unity” gov- 
ernment it entered as a junior 
partner under Likud Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir after 
the indecisive general elec- 
tions. 

They cite opinion polls that 
more than 50 per cent of 
Israelis say they favour peace 
talks with the PLO, which the 
government's policy guidelines 
nde out. 

• Party hawks led by Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin say if 
Labour “legitimises” the PLO, 
it will not only endanger 
Israel's “survival" but also cast 
itself into the political wilder- 
ness for a generation. 

Despite Labour’s drubbing 
in municipal elections last 
Tuesday — on a less-than-50. 
per cent turnout with many 
local quirks — Rabin remains 
Israel’s most popular politi- 
cian. 

"Whatever one or two Opinion 
polls say, for Labour to advo- 
cate talking to the PLO would 
be political suicide,” an aide to 


Rabin said. 

Parliamentarian Micha 
Goldman, another Rabin sup- 
porter, says Labour has lost 
support because it has strayed 
too far from Israel’s political 
mainstream. 

“That mainstream is now 
being turned over to Likud,” 
he told the Jerusalem Post. 
“Labour will find its strength... 
reduced to diminutive propor- 
tions if it doesn't veer back 
from its leftward lurch." 

On tbe other side, veteran 
leftist Lova EJiav says Labour 
is just providing the cashier 
(Peres) and the policemen 
(Rabin and Police Minister 
Haim Bar-Lev) for a Likud 
government bent on suppres- 
sing the Palestinian uprising in 
die occupied territories. 

Some Labour politicians 
argue the party must stay in 
office to bail out its loss- mak- 
ing and debt-ridden institutions 
— the industrial empire of the 
Histadrut trade union federa- 
tion, the Kibbutz collective set- 
tlements and Mosbav coopera- 
tive farms. 

The institutions are now re- 
sorting to debt-rescheduling, 
redundancies and selling off. 
assets to save themselves from 
bankruptcy. 



Shimon Peres 


Socialism is no longer Israel 
dominant ideology. The young 
are avidly pursuing the mater- 
ialism that the e^rlier'genera- 
tion eschewed. 

‘Half is better than none’ 

Peres. 65, and Rabin, 67, 
know their political careers 
would probably be finished if 
they went into opposition. Half 
of power is better than none, 
they argue. 

Peres, who was the popular 


prime minister of a “national 
unity” government from 1984 
to 1986 but is now seen by 
many voters as a spent force, 
has wavered both on the issue 
of talking to the PLO and on 
economic policy. 

In public, he appears in- 
creasingly gloomy and remote. 

Now his leadership faces 
challenges both from cabinet 
ministers keen to elbow him 
aside before they are too old j 
and young activists who want a i 
fundamental change in the 
party. 

Energy Minister Moshe 
Shahal, minister without port- 
folio Mordecbai Gur and 
Baram are among those ex- 
pected to challenge Peres at the 
party's 1990 convention. None 
of them has the charisma of 
Likud’s young politicians. 

Rabin, a former chief of staff 
and prime minister who was 
long a bitter rival of Peres, may 
not have exhausted his own 
leadership ambitions. 

But unless if can mobilise 
Israel's more right-wing youn- 
ger generation. Labour faces 
the prospect of a long decline, 
still tainted with the stigma of 
being the establishment party, 
but without the reality of poli- 
tical power. 
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CHURCHES 

Stt. Muy of Nazareth Church SwciCeh 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 

6327X5. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 6245W. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De b Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Ternumia Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annnndatiou Tel. 

62354 [ 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

Stt. Ephraim Chun* Tel. 771751. 
Amman international Church Tel. 
6X5326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Co n gregatio n Tel. S22A05. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Da)! Saints Tel. 815S17. 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Department oi 
Meteorology. 

It will be warm and sunny with the 
appearance of some high cknids. Wind 
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will be southeasterly moderate. In Yacoub pharmacy M4945 

Aqaba, wind will be northerly moder- Shmebam pharmacy h37660 

ate and seas calm. 


Minima*, temp. 

Amman 6/22 

Aqaba 14 / Z7 

Deserts 5/23 

Jordan Valley 10 / 27 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 20. Aqaba-25. Humkhiy readings: 
Amman 30 per cent. Aqaba 40 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. FayczJalknqeh 624207 

Dr. Ho&ni Haddad 731267 

Dr. ' A daa n Z ag hhml 808140 

Dr, Mahmoud ’Awad 741391 

.Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Aserua pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salsm pharmacy 636730 


1X807; 

Dr. Oamar Msannat — ) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy (085238) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. ’Azmi Khalil ( — ) 

Khalifeh pharmacy ..,.985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Dccfcnce Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue. i.... 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...i 199 

Rescue Police 192. 021111, 637777 

Fire Brigade.-. 62209W93 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 65639091 

Public Security Depart mem 

656000 f 68511 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

MceGorapiaiats 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Munidpali ty 
Complaints 787111 


Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AMali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right I nform ation 08-53200 

Queen Alia 1ml Airport 08-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 813813/32 


Khalidi Maternity, J. Aron... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, J, Amo.,.. 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity......... 642362 

Mai has, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisaiu Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdaii 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164ft 

Italian. ALMuhajrccu 777101/1 


Al- Bashir, J. Ashraflch 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital ,,.674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

Ibfl Si na Hospital (09)986732 

1RBTD; 

Princess Banns Hospital .. (02) 27555 5 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

dm Al Nafces Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: - 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperfiowr price in fib per kg. 


Apple 500 / 400 

Rnnmm 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukammar) 300 / 250 

Broad beans 250 / 200 

Cabbage 150/100 

Carrots 240/200 

Cautifiowcr 170/ 120 

Cucumbers 380 / 330 

Eggplant 300 / 250 

Garlic 220 / 200 


Grapefruit 

Lemon : 

Lettuce (per one) .... 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Orange (Shamrnomj) 

Orange (local) 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Spinach 

Mandarin 

Tomatoes 


280/240 
350 / 300 
140/ IU0 
220/ 160 
380 / 320 
460 / 400 
360 / 300 
221// 200 
220 / 200 
740/ 680 
450/350 
340/300 
80/ 50 
520 / 500 
180 1 120 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


77b4 information is snppfictf by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
matt at die Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (0R)5XKKt-5, where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian <RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


09:10 

09:10 

OfeJO 

09-J5 

09:45 

10:15 

16:45 


Aqaba fRJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Sana'a (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Dubai. Aba Dhabi (RJ) 

Laruac* (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 


17:38 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

J 8:10 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2} 

0*20 :. Sana’a (LH) 

09s30 Cairo. Aqaba (MS) 

li*15 Baptubd (JA) 

1*30 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

afcSO - Paris (AF) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal (i) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

11^0 Brussels. Montreal. New York 
(RJ) 

11:45 ^oma, Chicago. Los Angeles 

12:15 .... Frankfun. Copenhagen (Rl) 

Cairo (R!) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

""A* Kuwait. Abo Dhabi t RJ) 

1W5 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Dubai, Abo Dhabi (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal (2) 

ftfc30 Cairo, London (BA) 

Beirut (ME) 

J**® Frankfort (LH) 

{*“ 

1330 Bahrain. Abo bbrijiTsStrish (GF) 
21*0 BagfaidfAFj 
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950 detainees freed 


. AMMAN<J.T.)— A total of 950 
detainees and convicted persons 
serving jaO sentences; have been 
.• released early Sunday , under a 
■ general amnesty decreed by His 

• Majesty King Hussein -on Feb. 

• 18* following the.prodamadon of 
the Arab Cooperation .Council 

. (ACC) in Baghdad. 

- A report in Al Ra’i said that 
prison officials and Public Secur- 
ity Department services worked 
until the- early horns of Sunday 
preparing lists of those to be set 
free under the -decree. 

- - The paper said that 35 other 
detainees were set free last week, 

- also Under the same decree which 
•" had ruled that all administrative 

detainees and all prisoners who 
-have served more than half of 
their respective prison terms 
~would be freed. 

■Prime Minister Zaid Rifai had 
. instructed concerned authorities 
to carry out the Royal Decree 
immediately. 

• ■ The release of the 950 de- 
tainees coincided with the King- 
dom's celebration of Al Israa Waj 
Mi ’raj feast which was celebrated 
by religious ceremonies held in 
mosques, around the country. 

The main celebration was held 
at the Husseun Mosque, down- 


town Amman, on the eve erf the 
occasion during which leading 
Muslim scholars addressed the 
worshipers. 

The Ministry, of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs, which organised 
the ceremonies, later issued a 
statement in which it urged Mus- 
lims to unite and liberate the 
occupied holy places in Jeru- 
salem.' 

. The statement referred to the 
relentless efforts carried out by 
His Majesty King Hussein to uni- 
fy Arab ranks, which resulted in 
the proclamation of the ACC. 

The statement described the 
formation of the alliance as brea- 
thing new hope in the heart of the 
milli ons of Mus lims around the 
world 'particularly the people of 
Palestine and said it “paves the 
way for the liberation of the 
usurped land and its holy 
shrines.” 

The statement called on all the 
faithful to be vigilant, thwart all 
Zionist plots and bolster inter- 
Arab and Islamic solidarity in the 
face of the common threats to the 
Holy Land. 

On the occasion of Al Israa 
Wal Mi’raj all government de- 
partments and public institutions 
remained closed. 


Dudin heads delegation 
to ALO talks in Rabat 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part in the 17th meeting of 
the Arab Labour Organisation 
(ALO) which is due to open in 
the Moroccan capital of Rabat 
Monday. 

- .The eight-day meeting will 
study a report by the ALO’s 
director general on changes in 
Arab society in the 1990s, the 
outcome of the Arab Economic 
and Social Council meeting and 
its impact on the ALO’s regula- 
tions and status, according to 
Labour Minister Marwan Dudin 
who left Amman for the meeting 
Sunday. 

Dudin said that ALO’s 1991- 
1995 five-year plan, the election 
of deputy directors for thie orga- 
nisation and ALO’s 1989 budget 
will be among the other topics on 
the agenda. 

- Dudin is accompanied by a 



Marwan Dudin 

delegation which groups repre- 
sentatives of the government, 
employers and the labour unions 
in Jordan. 


Meeting debates proper 
administration of schools 


AMMAN (Petra.J.T.) — Proper 
: administration of schools as 'an 
essential contribution towards the 
. implementation of recommenda- 
tions of the 1987 Jordanian 
national educational conference, 
was among issues discussed at a 
meeting held here Saturday 
under the chairmanship of Minis- 
try of Education’s Secretary 
General Munther Al Masri. 

Other related issues discussed 
during the meeting include train- 
ing programmes to provide prop- 
er. qualification to headmasters 
and supervisors as well as school 
buildings and their maintenance. 

Recommendations adopted by 
the September 1987 conference 
called on foe Ministry of Educa- 
tion to set up new school build- 
ings with proper facilities for stu- 
dents, replacing the rented build- 
ings which lack facilities and play- 
grounds. 

The ministry is currently build- 
ing schools with the assistance of 
loans from the World Bank and 
Other financial institutions, and 
believes that the Advanced 



Muntber Al Masri 

Teachers Training Institute is 
bound to provide qualified 
teachers and supervisors. 

Attending the meeting, which 
was held at the Minis try of 
Education, were senior ministry 
officials. 


TARAWNEH REELECTED TO WORLD BODY: Civil Defence 
Department Director Lieutenant General Khaled Al Tarawneh was 
elected for the second time president of the international 
Civil Defence Organisation (ICDO) daring its meeting in Geneva 
(Petra) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins find 
the dsHy Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
tune and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS . 

* An exhibition entitled “The Icebreaker” which includes sbow- 
- log a fihn about the activities of a Swedish icebreaker and the 

environment surr o und ing it, a photo exhibition and a radio 
programme at the French Cultural Centre. 

'ft, An’ art exhibition by Mohammad Bofis and Munira Al 
Ttarisfyja at Al QadMyja College. 

* An exhibition of paintings for children by Titians Rifai and 
Karaite Ayoub at Haya Arts Centre. 

☆ A plastic art exhibition toy Rula Shnqairi at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

4 A plastic art exhibition by NoeDe Shawa at Afia Art Gallery . 

* AnarteriAition by Ahmed Subeih at the Petra Bank Gallery. 
•it A graphic art exhibition displaying works by German artists 
. Lfctaeramau, Slevogt and Corinth at the Jordan National 
■ Gallery. 

Amman International Book Exhibition which includes various 
scientific, literary, religious and children’s books at the 
tntefBuriwial Motor Centre. 

■it Ad Art exhibition by Egyptian artist f A<Bi Rnqullah at Al 
Wasiti- Gallery — .fcOO p-m. 

DIALOGUE 

■rir A (fare television conference on Venture Capital, in which 
Jordanian economics experts wiB trade views with American 
businessmen, at fee American Centre — - 4:00 jug. 

FILM 


Amman club to launch activities 
to mark International Women’s Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Am- 
man Business and Professional 
Women Club (ABFWQ has 
prepared a programme of acti- 
vities to be launched on March 
8 to mark the International 
Women’s Day. 

Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Basma will attend part of 
the programme and will 
address a luncheon on the role 
of Arab women and the newly 
formed Arab Women Scien- 
tific Council which aims to 
promote cultural, social and 
scientific contributions by 
women in Arab society. 

The ABPWC has planned a 
number of seminars on women 
and its contributions in the 
fields of health, education, ru- 
ral and soda! development. 


One of the seminars, which 
tackles the problem of smok- 
ing, will be held on March 11 
□nder the patronage of Health 
Minister Zuhair Malhas, 
according to the programme. 

Three seminars on the ques- 
tion of women and education 
will be organised in coopera- 
tion with the Abdul Hamid 
Shoman Foundation under the 
patronage of Minister of 


Education Thouqan Hindawi. 

Minister of Labour Marwan 
Dudin will attend a seminar on 
working women on March 15 
and the last of the program- 
mes wfil be held on March 16 
and will be attended by Mu’ta 
University President Ali 
Mahafea . 



Ministry prepares tender 
for development of land 
in Zarqa River Basin 


HRH Princess Basma 


Abbadi retains JMA presidency 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. Mam- 
douh Al Abbadi has been elected 
president of the Jordan Medical 
Association (JMA) 27 days be- 
fore the election session following 
the withdrawal of Dr. Jihad Al 
Bargfaouthi from the election 

campaign . 

Abbadi, who was acclaimed 
JMA president for a second two 
year term, stated that he deeply 
appreciated the JMA members 
who had put their confidence in 
him , and promised to do all he 
can to serve the association and 
the medical profession in Jordan 
in general. 

■n.e eieaionwasdnetob e hel d AlAbtadi 

on March 31, and the JMA mem- 
bers will have to choose 12 board cept for four members — Hanj 
members out of a total of 37 Haddadin, Mustafa Shneikat, 
r unning for the new JMA board. Arafat Al Ashafaab and Samir 

All the JMA members are ran- Samawi — who are miming as a 
ning in their private capacity ex- separate bloc. 


In the last JMA election held in 
April 1987, Abbadi secured 769 
votes against -569 votes -for Dr. 
Hassan Badran who was his 
closest opponent 

Abbadi succeeded right after 
the 1987 election in ensuring for 
government employed doctors 
overtime allowances. 

The government had decided 
then to slash overtime allowances 
for public sector doctors and fol- 
lowing intensive meetings with 
the government, Abbadi suc- 
ceeded in maintaining the allo- 
wances for the 1,300 physicians 
employed by the Health Ministry. 
Overtime allowances made up 
nearly 35 per cent of the doctors* 
salaries. 

Abbadi had argued tbat 
slashing doctors allowances 
would have a negative effect on 
their performance. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Agriculture’s 
Range and Afforestation Department has prepared 
tender documents for a project that entails the 
development of $344 donums of land in the Zarqa 
River Basin and expects work to begin on this 
project in the final quarter of 1989. 

The development project en- stitutions, and with help fromttbe 
tails planting forest trees and ‘West German government, 
creating pasture lands by planting The first project, be said, en- 
shrubs for the sake of providing tailed testing the soil and advising 
protection to the land in the formers on proper use of their 
basin, according to the director of land and helping them to grow 
the Zarqa River Basin project, new types of crops. 

The tender is the second of its The third stage entails intro- 
kind in the course of im- during a set of measures to pro- 
piemen ting the scheme following tect the banks of the river along a' 
one for the development of 800 16 kilometre stretch by building 

dunums which is already under- embankments and planting forest 
way, the director said. and fruit trees. 

The planting of trees and Last month, the Ministry of' 
shrubs and the creation of pas- Agriculture organised a work- 
tures constitutes the second stage shop to review and assess steps 
of a three-phase programme taken so far in implementing the 
being implemented by the minis- Zarqa River Basin, 
try, in the course of executing the - Work on the project began in 

JD 32 milli on project in the Zar- 1987, and according to Ministry 
qa River Basin, the director of Agriculture officials, it is sche- 
noted. dulcd to be completed by 1993. 

He said that a total of 125,000 The project aims to develop 
dunums of land will be planted safe land use, soil conservation 
with trees within this programme, and improved fanning techniques 
which will be financed through on a farm- by-farm basis, 
loans from Arab and foreign in- Ministry experts said that the 


project was expected to help halt 
the present rate of erosion in the 
Zarqa River Basin, reduce silting 
in the King Talal Dam and im- 
prove farm incomes on a sustain- 
able basis. 

The reservoir behind the King 
Talal Dam is continuously being 
used to irrigate lands in the Jor-’ 
dan Valley which produces most 
of the country's crops. 

The impetus for the project, 
according to ministry officials, 
came originally from the realisa- 
tion tbat the King Talal Dam was 
Suffering from a serious silting 
problem. It was soon clear that 
measures were needed to tackle 


during a set of measures to pro- the problem at its source — the 
tect the banks of the river along a accelerated eroSion in the Zarqa 
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16 kilometre stretch by building 
embankments and planting forest 
and fruit trees. 

Last month, the Ministry of 
Agriculture organised a work- 
shop to review and assess steps 
taken so far in implementing the 
Zarqa River Basin. 

- Work on the project began in 
1987, and according to Ministry 
of Agriculture officials, it is sche- 
duled to be completed by 1993. 

The project aims to develop 
safe land use, soil conservation 
and improved farming techniques 
on a farm- by-farm basis. 

Ministry experts said that the 


River catchment area. 

Fanners will sign contracts with 
the Ministry of Agriculture to 
follow recommended procedures 
and the project managers expect 
that about two thirds of the 6,000 
farms in the area will sign up. 

According to officials, funding 
of the project is being provided 
by the treasury as well as the 
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development, the Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social De- 
velopment, Saudi Fund for De- 
velopment, Islamic Development 
Bank and the West German gov- 
ernment. 


Euro-Arab arbitration conference 
to be held in Amman on Oct. 23 


Haj Hassan arrives in Tunis for 
transport ministers meeting 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
executive bureau of the Arab 
Ministers of Transport Council 
opens a meeting in nmis Tuesday 
to disenss inter-Arab cooperation 
in land and maritime transport, 
according to Minister of Trans- 
port and Telecommunications 
Khaled Al Haj Hassan, who ar- 
rived in Tunis Sunday. 

The meeting, which will be 
held at the Arab League head- 
quarters, will finalise a report on 
the operations of Arab League 
organisations related to transport 
in the Arab World designed to 


promote cooperation among 
Arab states in transport-related 
Gelds, Haj Hassan noted in a 
statement before his departure 
from Amman. 

.On the executive bureau are 
ministers of transport in Jordan, 
Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and 
Morocco. 

. . Arab League organisations, 
the works of which are to be 
examined at the meeting, are the 
Arab Federation of Shipping In- 
dustries, the Arab Railways Fed- 
eration and the Arab Union of 
Land, Transport. 



Arafat proposes talks 


it A video film on the French Revolution entitled “Marie- 
Antotette’? nf the French Cultural Centre — 4:00 p.m. 


[Continued from page I 

Faisal Al Husseini. 

Arafat told Owens, when they 
met three weeks ago, tbat he had 
personally approved of these 
talks and that be sought to widen 
them to include higher-ranking 
officials, the Israeli official said. 

“I am interested in speaking 
only with Ratz, Map am and 
Rakah,” Arafat was quoted as 
saying, referring to three left- 
wing parties in Israel’s parlia- 
ment. “I want also to speak with 
Shamir, Peres. The Israelis have 
to decide who represents them.” 

As long as the contacts with 
Israelis continue, “we are achiev- 
ing progress,” Arafat was also 
quoted as saying. 

The PLO leader was also 
quoted as saying he sought super- 
power guarantees to back up a 
directly-negotiated peace agree- 
ment with Israel, but that the 
direct talks would be held only 
after an international peace con- 
ference was convened. 

He also listed nine topics that 
were open to negotiation with 
Israel. These were: borders, 
security, Jewish settlements, the 
Palestinian refugees, access to 
water resources, arranging for a 
corridor between Gaia and the 
West Bank, labour and military 
issues and joint investments. 

Referring to a proposal made 
recently by Rabin, Arafat said he 
would agree to municipal elec- 
tions in the occupied territories 
only after the Israeli army with- 
drew from the area, the Israeli 
official said. 

“Tell Rabin that it’s a package 
deal, without it we cannot pro- 
ceed even in stages,” be was 
quoted as saying. 

Bnt he rejected other Israeli 
suggestions to reach an interim 
settlement before a final agree- 
ment on the Middle East conflict 

Arafat also said he bas been 
ordering Palestinians to refrain 
from using firearms in their 15- 
month uprising. *T am imposing 
all my force and efforts to prevent 
its tire. It isn’t easy but they are 
carrying out my orders,” be said. 

U.S.: ‘Real dialogue’ 

The United States Sunday held 
ont prospects of a substantive 
dialogue with the PLO, but stres- 
sed its continuing displeasure 
with attacks against Israel. 


A senior U.S. official, speaking 
to the AP on condition he not be 
identified, said the “real dia- 
logue” depends on the Arabs and 
die Israelis staking out their posi- 
tions first. 

There is no intention to call off 
the U.S. talks with the PLO, the 
official said. 

The U.S. stance surfaced as 
Secretary of State James A. Bak- 
er flew to Vienna to launch new 
East- West negotiations to reduce 
tanks and artillery in Europe and 
hold his first meeting with Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze. 

On Monday, Baker is having a 
session with the European 
“troika" — the foreign ministers 
of Spain, Greece and France — 
who have taken the lead within 
the 12-nation European Com- , 
m unity on trying to resolve the i 
Arab-Israeli dispute. 

During a trip to Europe three 
weeks ago. Baker was urged to 
seize on the moderation of the 
PLO stance towards Israel. 

Robert Pelletreau, the U.S. 
ambassador to Tunisia, has had 
five meetings with the PLO since 
December. The talks have been 
dominated by U.S. criticism of 
raids by Palestinians against 
Israeli positions in southern 
Lebanon. 


Waldegrave 

Continued from page 1 

and eventually capital.” 
Ramaliah is 12 kilometres 
north of Jerusalem. 

Kollek, elected last week for 
his sixth term, believes Israel 
should withdraw from the West 
Bank but says it would never 
surrender control of the holy city. 

“What Teddy is talking about 
is a centre without saying of what. 
If they want an administrative 
centre, he thinks the better place 
is Ramaliah. If it will make them 
feel better to call it Jerusalem, let 
them call it Jerusalem," Boxer 
said. 

“There have been so many 
neighbourhoods incorporated 
info Jerusalem over the past cen- 
turies that we can incorporate 
that too, but Jerusalem as it exists 
today is indivisible.** 

Boxer said Waldegrave 
thought Koltek's idea was in- 
teresting but made no commit- 
ment to discuss it further. 


Palestinians 

'Continued from page 1 
alleys and to weld shut doors 
leading onto rooftops to prevent 
further attacks on soldiers pat- 
rolling below. 

Soldiers using loudspeakers 
ordered Palestinians to stay away 
from balconies and windows, the 
Israeli news agency Itim said. 

Troops also raided homes and 
forced hundreds of people to sit 
in the street while their homes 
were searched, an Arab reporter 
said, adding that residents of the 
market area were "hysterical." 


By Ziad Al ShOleh 
Al Ra’i Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Chairman of the 
Amma n Chamber of Commerce's 
Arbitration Committee Haidar 
Issa Murad has stressed that the 
third Euro-Arab arbitration con- 
ference will he held for the first 
tim<» in Amman , under the patron- 
age of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan during the period 
OcL 23-25. 

Murad said Prince Hassan's 
approval to patronise the confer- 
ence reflects his interest in and 
support ‘for the economic sector 
in Jordan, and his keen interest to 
promote Jordanian exports. 

The selection of Amman as a 
venue for the third commercial 
arbitration conference, reflects 
Jordan's status as well as the 
political and economic stability it 
enjoys. 

Taking part in the conference 
will be leading European and 
Arab lawyers and economists. 

Murad stressed the important 
role played by the commercial 
arbitration .committee at the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce 



Haidar Issa Murad • 

— grouping Salim Khuifan, Riad 
' Al Saifi and Yousef A1 Suradi — 
in settling commercial disputes 
between Arab, foreign and 
Jordanian companies and institu- 
tions. 

Murad pointed out that the 
number of cases submitted to the 
committee is on the increase. 


"During the last four months, 
there has been an increase of 30 
cases,” Murad noted. 

Murad said the committee 
looks into all commercial disputes 
and there are no limits for the 
disputed cases in terms of finan- 
cial ceilings or the quality of 
cases. 

He pointed out that the com- 
mittee's decision is binding to all 
parties concerned, and that both 
parties to the case should sign the 
final arbitration profeedings, prior 
to signing the final arbitration 
decision. 

Murad said that the committee 
received 133 cases during the last 
two years, including 52 cases of 
dispute between Jordanian mer- 
chants and companies. 

However 27 cases have been 
settled, while 7 other cases are 
still pending and others are being 
looked into, in preparation for 
their settlement. 

Murad also said that the com- 
mittee has recently settled a dis- 
puted case involving approx- 
imately JD 1 million, between a 
Jordanian company and an Arab 
company. 


Rawabdeh leaves for Cairo conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — Greater 
Amman Mayor Abdul Ra'ouf Al 
Rawabdeh left for Cairo Sunday 
to take part in a general confer- 
ence on administrative develop- 
ment and training, which is due to 
open Monday. 

The conference, which is being 
organised by the Arab Centre for 
Administrative Development, 


wfll discuss working papers sub- 
mitted by various participants 
dealing with methods and techni- 
ques to promote administration 
work. 

Planning, human resources de- 
velopment, training of manpower 
and other issues mil be covered 
in the discussions, according to a 


spokesman for the Greater Am- 
man Municipality here. 

He said that methods adopted 
in foreign countries wil be ex- 
amined by the participants in the 
two-day conference. 

Taking part in the meetings are 
delegates from 12 Arab coun- 
tries. 


Shawa displays impressive works 


By Meg Abu Hamdan 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The pastel seas- 
capes which form part of an- 
exhibition of paintings by the 
artist Noelle Shawa at the Alia 
Art Gallery this week are im- 
pressive works that totally be- 
lie the artist’s relative youth 
and inexperience. 

A student of fine arts at the 
Yajrmouk University, this is 
Shawa’s first solo exhibition.. 
Yet the spontaneous, darkly 
atmospheric scenes of the 
Palestinian coastline have 
great maturity and confidence. 

ART EXHIBITION 

Skillfully drawn, these 
pieces are full of movement 
and light. Endless free-flowing 
lines of black touched with 
white, capture the restless 
energy of the sea and the play 
of the early morning sunlight 
as it dances and sparkles over 
the crests of the waves with eye 
biting brightness. Shaw&'s 
deep purples, blues and greens 
bint at the surging depths be- 
low a wide pink streaked sky 
while a walk along her “Sea 
Path” will take you past tang- 
led bushes that edge a beach 
on which the foaming rollers 
crash. The sea, Shawa has 
caught, is a winter sea, dark 
and rough, wild and fright- 
ening. 

In complete contrast to the, 
mood of these seascapes are' 
Shawa’s portrait studies of chil- 
dren. Impressively well drawn 
and .vrecuted again in pastel, 
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Moment Shared, one of the paintings by Noelle Shawa currently on display at Alia Art Gallery in 
Amman. 


these pieces avoid — but only 
just — being sentimental and 
coy. Shawa achieves this by 
careful observation through 
which she is able to, give the 
child character, his own perso- 
nality, by humour and by an 
almost instinctive technical 
ability. 

Particularly good are Guilt 
in whicb a pink, puffy cheeked 
baby looks darkly furious at 
having been caught and a por- 
trait of a tittle boy whose shiny 
black eyes says it all. 

Also good are Shawa’s pas- 
tel still lives. Using the same 


techniques and dark colours- 
she captures the sheen of a 
copper plate, the soft matt 
glow of a begonia leaf in re- 
laxed and satisfying composi- 
tions. 

The second half of the ex- 
hibition is given over to Sha- 
wa's oil paintings. Although 
one or two show promise — in 
particular the study of two 
female figures entitled Mo- 
ment Shared and another cal- 
led Monday, a painting which 
captures the relaxed and inti- 
mate pose of two friends — 
these works generally are in no 


way as refined or technically 
competent as the pastel pieces. 

The rather overworked and 
heavy texture of the oils along 
with a lack of contrast in colour ' 
works against the lightness of 
touch the blocky brushstrokes 
could potentially achieve. 
These works merely show a 
lack of experience in dealing 
with the media, something that 
with this artist’s obvious ability 
she will, with time, be able to 
rectify to go on to produce 
interesting work in the future. 
The potential is. all there. 
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Positive signs 
from Lebanon 


AFTER a Ions time, a refreshing sign and glimmer of hope 
is being beamed from the headquarters of the two rival 
governments in Beirut. For once, the two, irrespective of 
different allegiances and religions, have agreed that Israel 
poses a definite threat to the sovereignty of their country. 
Both the civilian government of Prime Minister S alim A1 
Hoss and the military cabinet of Michael Aoun have issued 
statements, albeit separate, expressing alarm over the latest 
Israeli expansionist moves in southern Lebanon. In response 
to statements made by the Israeli frontline commander of 
plans to expand Israel’s self-styled “security zone” to 
include an additional five villages in south Lebanon, Rashid 
Fakhoury, Lebanon's permanent representative to the 
U.N., was assigned to convey the country's collective 
concern about Israel’s designs in southern Lebanon. The 
residents of the five concerned villages have denied Israeli 
reports that they would welcome ‘‘protection’’ from Israel 
by being included in the “security zone.” 

In another rare sign of unity. Major General Sami A1 
Khatib, commander of military units loyal to Hoss, offered 
last week to send his forces to aid Aoun in battles with the 
Israeli-supported Lebanese Forces. This nationalist stand, 
coupled with the common position on the Israeli threat in 
the south, points to a new trend emerging in Lebanon; if 
Indeed it is, it is certainly a welcome change in Lebanon’s 
infamous factional system. Another positive sign in the 
Hoss-Aoun duel is the marked end to rhetorical attacks' 
against each other through the media. Maybe it is too early 
to judge, but let ns hope that the Lebanese have finally 
woken up to the fact that foreign intervention will continue 
Eo be a part of life , in Lebanon as long as the Lebanese, 
themselves remain locked in a futile battle for supremacy. 
Hopefully this new attitude will be carried to Kuwait for the 
next meeting of the six-member Arab League mediation 
committee on Lebanon^ and, for once and for all, the 
Lebanese factional leaders would sit down and air their 
grievances and differences with a sincere wish to settle them. 
That is the only way out from the Lebanese embroglio and 
we hope the Lebanese realise it and proceed accordingly. 


Sheer stupidity or 
twisted thinking? 


BUOYED by fresh political successes for his Likud Party in 
the recent municipal elections, Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir has been saying utterly stupid things, 
casting serious doubts about even beginning 
the peace process much less about achieving peace under the 
present circumstances. If the Israeli prime minister and his 
extremist party really mean what they are saying, then all 
ideas or initiatives for peace are really non-starters. For 
example. Mr. Shamir has been caught saying in an 
interview with the Washington Times Wednesday that it 
would be nonsense to talk about a territorial solution for the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. And to drive his point even 
further, he stated in a BBC television interview that the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip are not “occupied” territories 
but rather “liberated” territories belonging to Israel! With 
sucu a mentality and attitude adopted by the Israeli 
leadership, one fails to see bow the peace process in the 
Middle Fast can ever even get started, much less succeed. Of 
course, it is a big relief and very comforting to have heard 
the visiting British Foreign Office minister, William WaJ- 
degrave, describing Israel's occupation of the West Bank 
and Gaza as “utterly impossible.” Such judgements and 
assessment, coming as they do from a great country and a 
permanent member of the U.N. Security Council, carry not 
only heavy political weight but also a considerable moral 
bearing as well. And, coming on the heels of the ridiculous 
remarks of Shamir, one would hope that these words would 
succeed in driving some sense into Shamir and his clique. At 
the same time, such British interventions on the side of 
common sense and legitimacy cannot succeed by themselves 
to unbend the twisted Israeli extremist thinking . They need 
to be buttressed by an eqnally unequivocal American 
pronouncement that would remind Shamir of the basics in 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. By opting to stay aloof and quiet, 
Washington is not only letting Tel Aviv get away with 
murder but it is also deserting and forsaking its closest ally 
Britain In its 1 quest to put the Middle East peace process on 
the right track once again. 


PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra'i daily newspaper said that millions of Muslims Sunday 
celebrated the At Israa Wal Mi'raj feast, a holy occasion which 
reminds the Muslims of their duty towards themselves and their 
communities which should be ruled by justice. It is indeed an 
occasion for ail believers in God to join hands in their endeavour 
to promote the human civilisation in a world where peace and 
security must prevail, the paper said. Jordan is trying to help 
promote the cause of peace in the land of Palestine, the land of 
peace, and is striving to remove injustice done to the people of 


this Holy Land, the paper added. The anniversary of the Al Israa 
Wal Mi'raj, the paper said, should be an occasion for Arabs and 


Muslims to reassess their present situation and think about the 
tunjre. The Iranians, the paper said, are called to take the Arab 


oand extended for peace and thus pave the way for a peaceful 
Muslim society contributing towards the advancement of the 


tr.buting 

human civiPs'/tion. The Lebanese and the Sudanese people are, 
invited to end the fratricidal war, put an end to bloodshed and 
™!Iy behind the Palestinians trying to regain their freedom and 


Weekly Political Pulse 


Waked Sadi 


Stop orbiting, consult the ground 


THE ARAB side has been pinning much hope on translating the 
burgeoning Israeli sentiment in favour of a real dialogue to settle 
the Arab-Israeli conflict into institutionalised political muscle. 
When that did not materialise, as evidenced by the results of the 
latest Israeli local elections which showed a marked swing in the 
direction of extremism, the Arab parties, especially the Palesti- 
nians, felt that they have been dealt a very disappointing rebuff. 
Naturally, the initial Arab reaction is frustration and disappoint- 
ment. Now, the Arab side must pause and reflect on foe recent 
political trends in the Israeli body politik with a view to 
articulating the necessary anecdores to the emerging situation. 
Meanwhile, in spite of 16 months of the uprising and untold 
number of initiatives from foreign lands and centres of power the 
stalemate in the Middle East continues. 

Speaking of initiatives emanating from outside the Middle East 
region, one gets the distinct impression that for foe most part they 
resemble probes into outer space where a space vehicle makes a 
distant or dose-up encounters with one of foe planets in foe solar 
system, but not returning to its passing trajectory till it completes 
its full swing. That is how foe European initiatives look like to me 
and to many other observers. TJiey are getting to be so rcutmised 
that one can now safely predict when they will orbit foe' 
Arab-Israeli conflict to anesthetise the Arab side with false hopes. 
The Soviet initiatives do not differ very much from foe European 
ones, with the exception that their respective orbits are longer and 
further apart. The American initiatives have the shortest trajec- 
tory and they never seem to stay too far from the centre of things 
the Middle East. Yet, they never seem to land anywhere 


touching it This is rather a blunt and concise bird's eye view of 
foe situation regarding the Middle East conflict as I see it. 
The only redeeming factor in this otherwise gloomy picture is 


one may be 
beforehand. 


aWe to gauge the projected brack icactm 


foe proposition, or rather faith, that all need not be lost on foe 
Israeli front. If 


m 


preferring as it were to continue to circle the problem but never 


one may draw a parallel between foe Israeli 
occupation of Arab territories and the U.S. military intervention 
in Vietnam, it would be noticed that in both situations there was a 
growing public opinion within both countries against their 
respective governments’ military adventurism in foreign lands. 
But, somehow, that strong public opinion was never translated 
into institutionalised political force. In the U.S., as in Israel, in 
spite of all the strong public outcry against occupation and 
military intervention, foe institutionalised political trends con- 
tinued to develop in foe direction of intransigence. Yet, the 
salvation in Vietnam, albeit late, came at foe hands of a 
Republican administration under President Richard Nixon and 
his radical Republican Secretary of State Henry Kissinger . If foe 
analogy can be applied to the Israeli political scene, one can find 
conso lance in foe possibility that a solution can also be extracted 
from foe Likud Party at the end of the line just as foe Republican 
Party in the U.S. finally delivered peace in Vietnam. Granted 
such a scenario appears too far-fetched at the moment, it is not 
completely devoid of sense and logic. 

Meanwhile, foe Arab side must acknowledge that so far it has 
been misinterpreting foe Israeli national psyche and has yet to 
‘digest the full implications of foe Masada complex that Israel 
suffers from till this day. As I read that complex, Israel and 
Israelis react in a certain predetermined manner to pressure. 
Depending on foe intensity of the pressure to be applied on Israel, 


To prescribe foe right dosage of pressure on brad it fOOttttat 
foat needs scrutiny and exact measurement- By and lew. foe 
Arab World has been so removed from Israel that it c oaw fo B m 
dangerous pitfalls in prescribing foe wrong dosage. Too ranch md 
too little can spell disaster. The happy in-between type of pressure 
is a fuzzy phenomenon that requires foe Arab side to rely oo those 
who are most privy to foe Israeli national psyche in order to even 
begin foe process of adnunmermg the right pressure - 
Seen against this backdrop, one would have thought that roe 
Arab side would rely most of all oo foe Palestinians in tbc West 
Bank and Gaza Strip to monitor the situation on behalf of the 
Arab Nation and report thereon. In other, words, whale so one 
would suggest that the Palestinians in the occupied territories 
should directly engage the Israeli government in negotiations, it is 
only logical that foe Palestinians act as broken for suefr ultimate 
dialogue that would put all foe parties of the conflict in an 
international peace conference under the aegis of the U-N. 
Security Council. 


The Palestinians there have lived next door to the Isracbs for 
over two decades and have been engaging them a U along it talks 
and exchange of views. It appe a rs to me foal they have acquired a 
rare kind of expertise that should be put to optimum use by the 
Arab World. That would require minimal interferences wuhthew 
judgments as long as their coordinates foil within the acceptable 
Arab guidelines for the resolution of foe Palestine question and 
the other dimensions of foe Arab-Israeli conflict. 


Jordanian intellectuals see Western bias, conspiracy in Rushdie affair 


Repent, repent, reprentor die, Rushdie 


By Sana Attyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The West’s attitude 
towards foe book 'The Satanic 
Verses" written by Indian-born 
Salman Rushdie is a manifesta- 
tion of Western hatred towards 
Islam; but foe emotional reaction 
that foe book drew from some 
Muslim circles has given the 
wrong impression of the faith and 
the faithful, according to Minister 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abdul Aziz Al Khayyat. 

The minister does not agree 
with Iran’s Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini's call for the death 
punishment for Rushdie, himself a 
Muslim, and says that “while the 
book has incited feelings of 
hatred between the West and 
Islam,'* foe Iranian revolutionary 
patriarch’s call does not conform 
with Islamic doctrine. 

The author of 'Hie Satanic 
Verses, which Muslims say has 
insulted and defamed foe Islamic 
faith, should be giveq a fair trial 
where he could defend himself if 
possible before a legitimate Isla- 
mic court, Khayyat told foe Jor- 
dan Times in an interview. The 
author should also be given three 
chances to repent if he aposta- 
tised Islam, foe minister added. 

“If Rushdie's slander was spon- 
taneous he should be guided to 
the truth,” said Khayyat. “If it 
was intentional, then he should 
be shown his mistakes and be 
guided to realise them. If Rush- 
die was pushed to blasphemy, 
then the truth should prevail 
through discussions, explanations 
and then repentance. He will be 
given three days if he were under 
Muslim authority; if not, he 
should be called in for discussion or 
repentance. If he insists on his 
viewpoints and does not repent 
when given three chances to do 
so, then he should be punished 
accordingly.” 

Khayyat, who says he has read 
excerpts of foe book published in 
the media, agrees that Rushdie 
has indeed portrayed the Prophet 
Mohammad in an insulting man- 
ner and Archangel Gabriel in an 
ugly way. 


that Rushdie’s accusations are 
false, and such books must circu- 
late in countries that permit the 
distribution of ‘The Satanic 
Verses.” Those who read (Rush- 
die's book) should know foe truth 
about Islam and its wisdom,” the 
minister said. 


Banned in Jordan 


By an order issued by foe 
Ministry of Information in 
November, Jordan has banned 
“The Satanic Verses,” joining 
about 40 other countries, includ- 
ing India which has about 100 
million Muslims, to do so. 

The Council of Islamic Orga- 
nisations and Societies (CIOS), a 
non-government organisation 
which groups several Islamic 
bodies in Jordan, has condemned 
foe book, and urged all Islamic 
countries to ban it. 

The council said in a recent 
statement: “It is clear that foe 
writer was carried away with foe 
widespread irresponsible West- 
ern trend to attack religion and 
foe dignity of foe prophets, with 
foe aim of hitting at religious 
morals, and under the false ex- 
cuse of free thinking and express- 
ion. There is no doubt that foe 
writer, driven by bis desire for 
cheap fame and wealth, overstep- 
ped such ‘freedom’ by attacking 
foe personality of foe Prophet 
and bis wives and by mocking foe 
Archangel Gabriel...” 


book has caused. “The judge- 
ment on Rushdie must be passed 
according to Sharia, and this does 
not include the instigation of indi- 
vidual assassination in return for 
material rewards offered by any 
state or organisation,” it said 
referring to Khomeini's death 
sentence on foe author and the 
$5.3 million bounty that Iranian 
“scholars” are offering to the 
killer. 


point 

fbreu 


its out, “this man is in a 
) reign country-. Do we have any 
authority over him? If he were 
here, for example, be would be 
considered a kafer (non-believer 
in God).” 


Only the enlightened can read 


Enemies everywhere 


According to the council, im- 
plementation of Khomeini's “fat- 
wa,” will hove a negative impact- 
on foe Islamic faith and its status 
since such a death sentence con- 
tradict Sharia, particularly at this 
point in time when “the enemies 
are waiting for their chance to hit 
at Islam and foe Muslim people’s 
dignity in every possible way.” 
The director of publications at 
Al. Al Bait Foundation, Farouk 
Janrar, agrees that Rushdie 
should be tried by a legitimate 
Islamic court. He told the Jordan 
Times that a legal Muslim body in 
England should take the writer to 
court and sue him for slander, 
and only after a fair trial and 
giving foe author a chance to 
speak and repent foe judgement 
should be passed. 


Apostate 


The council sees Rushdie as an 
apostate because of his straight- 
forward blasphemy and calls for a 
committee of Muslim scholars, 
under the supervision of interna- 
tional Islamic organisations — 
such as Al Azhar, the Islamic 
World Association, or foe World 
Council for Al Da’wa — to judge 
Rushdie in a fair Islamic trial. 

“We believe that foe door 
should be open for the guilty to 
repent, no matter what his crime 
is,” said the coundl’s statement. 
“No-one has the right to close 
this door that God has opened.” 

The council also disapproves 
foe “emotional enthusiasm” the 


Great scholar 


Jaixar believes that Rushdie 
was “not in full senses. Other- 
wise, he would not have done 
something to enrage the feelings 
of. Muslims around the world.” 

Jarrar, however, says the 
whole Rushdie affair, which has 
snowballed into a raging diploma- 
tic row between European states 
and Iran, “is no longer a Muslim 
issue as much as it has turned 
political. The West was only wait- 
ing for diplomatic action against 
Iran.” 

Ahmad Al Daur, a Muslim 
scholar, believes Rushdie was 
pushed by “Western agents” to. 
write “filth” against Islam. 

At the same time, he says, 
“Khomeini is a good man, but 
maybe he took his decision in 
haste.” Daur also endorses foe 
call for Rushdie to be put on trial 
by an Islamic court. But, he 


Another point that has been 
raised by many is whether read- 
ing works such as “The Satanic 
Verses” is forbidden by Islamic 
Sharia. Daur said only those who 
are confident of Islam and under- 
stand the faith in all of its aspects 
should read such books. The aim 
of reading such a book should be 
“to see the mistakes and find the 
evidence against it... but those 
who are incapable of disting- 
uishing between right and wrong 
in Islam should not read it...” 

Judging from the reaction of 
foe many Muslims interviewed by 
the Jordan Times, ir is dear that 
almost all believe that Rushdie, 
who is hiding in Britain in foe 
wake of Khomeini’s threat, went 
too far in his slander and they 
found it very offensive. AD those 
interviewed believe that the au- 
thor wrote foe book with the 
intention to create controversy 
and therefore gain fame and 
money. All foe interviewees have 
not read foe book but have read 
and beard excerpts from media 
channels. 

Mrs. Joan Majali told the Jor- 
dan Times, “having just returned 
from a recent visit to England 
where foe Salman Rushdie saga 
has been thrust down one’s throat 
morning, noon and night through 
the mass media, one's only com- 
ment must be: how sad Mr. Rushdie 
must be wherever he is and 
however famous be has become 
that his controversial book has 
been the cause of at least twenty 
deaths of persons of his own 
faith. Maybe foe old saying that 
silence is golden but speech is 
silver might well be applied to foe 
whole matter.” 


board” this time. “If such thugs 
were written about Christian- 
ity or Judaism, it would still have 
been condemned. And the West’s 
protection and defence of Rush- 
die shows their obvious bias to- 
wards Islam,” said Haya who, 
like most ocher interviewed, in- 
sisted that her first name only be 
used. 

According to Haya, even if the 
writer wrote from a fantasy- 
oriented point of view and hallu- 
cinations, the points he makes are 
insulting, “such as calling the 
..Prophet ‘Mahomxf (my dog) and 
'accusing bis wives of being prosti- 
tutes is tasteless and cheap. 
Though he daims that his ideas 
were based on fantasy, it is still a 
direct attack on Islam.” 


propaganda stunt against 
Khomeini and the Islamic revolu- 
tion of 1979 which brought the 
Shi’ite revolutionary to power, 
“If the (European) countries are 
so concerned about free express- 
ion that they withdraw their di- 
plomats from Tehran, then why 


don’t tjiey take the same action 
liust Israel, 


against Israel, where a whole 
population is demanding basic 
human rights?" Odeh asked. 

An Indian working in Amman 


expressed his belief that the de- 
veloped; worl 


Limited imagination 


Western bias 


According to. Haya, a Writer 
and a former fan of Rushdie’s 
books, the writer has gone "over- 


Haya, who says she has read 
Rushdie's two previous books — 
“Midnight’s Children” and 
“Shame” — which “made fun of 
the social and cultural attitudes" 
in India and Pakistan respective- 
ly. “But a good writer does not 
keep repeating the same theme in 
all his writings. It shows that his 
imagination is very limited,” she 
said. 

Jamal, a pharmacist, believes 
that the West’s attitude towards 
Iran and foe book has shown 
their colonial ways and superior- 
ity conflict. “It’s as if they're 
saying, *we can insult you all any 
way we want and you have no 
night to speak,’ or *we can slap 
you in foe face, but you can’t slap 
us back’,” he said. 

Jamal added that the Muslim 
reaction to The Satanic Verses 
inevitably had to be anger so that 
anti-Islam writings are not repe- 
ated by anyone. “I don't want 
(Rushdie) killed but he should 
stay in hiding for the rest of his 
life to learn a lesson. He should 
continue to be under the death 
threat so that he learns that he 
has no right to abuse religion for 
bis own purpose and goals,'’ the 
pharmacist said. 

Odeh, an accountant, told the 
Jordan Times the Western coun- 
tries reaction to the Rushdie 
affair was hypocritical, and a 


loped; world always takes it for 
granted that a Third World coun- 
try or leader should not get away 
with making any assertion of ah 
international level. "The West 
are paranoid about a Third World 
country making such assertions (as 
Khomeini's) on an international 
level, and they would tike to hit 
the developing world at any 
opportunity. Khomeini has 
offered the right opportunity for 
them.” he told the Jordan Times. 

Najla. 56, a housewife, has an 
easy answer. “Why not get rid of 
Rushdie quietly and without all 
this fanfare. The West does it 
often, so why not Iran? Surely, it 
would have averted all this fuss 
and diplomatic war." 


Rushdie’s inferiority complex 


Mariam, who grew up in the 
West, says she has followed up 
closely on the Rushdie affair, and 
believes that the author has in- 


feriority complexes and disre- 
spect for ' ’ 


his. own heritage. She 
noted that his “Midnight’s Chil- 
dren,’’ which won a Boker prize 
in 1981, was banned in India, and 
foe late Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi sued Rushdie for slander- 
ing the social and cultural aspects 
of the Indian way of life and 
received an official apology from 
the writer and the publishers of 
the book. 

Mariam says: “Rushdie 
obviously has self-hatred for bis 
own heritage. The Satanic 
Verses, foe book, satisfied the 
West’s needs to see the East in a 
negative light. And their reaction 
to the death threat (which I be- 
lieve was unnecessary and there 

(Continued on page 5) 


“All that is known about the 
Gregt Prophet and what was writ- 
ten of him in the Holy Koran 
show beyond any doubt that he 
was a man of great conduct and 
one of the great scholars," 
Khayyat said. “He was honest in 
bis leadership, and in his wisdom 
and treatment of others." 

The minister quota! a few ex- 
cerpts from the novel: “One sec- 
tion of the book says, ‘a city of 
businessmen, JahiJia. In this city 
foe businessman-turned-prophet, 
Mahound, is founding one of the 
world’s greatest religions. There 
is a voice whispering in his ear: 
what kind of idea are you? Man 
or mouse?’ In another section, 
Rushdie writes: ‘...and Gibreel 
(Gabriel) appeared to the 
Prophet and found himself spout- 
ing rules, rales, until foe faithful 
could scarcely bear the prospect 



of any more revelation, Salman 
(Al Farisi) said, rules about every 
damn tiling,’...” 

In addition, Rushdie also por- 
trayed the Prophet'? wives in an 
immoral manner by “naming the 
prostitutes in a brothel, (which 
Rushdie named Hijab) after the 
names of Prophet Mohammad’s 
wives,” Khayyat said. 

Ail these accusations were 
false and insulting, and open dan- 
der and defamation, said' 
Khayyat, but imposing a self- 
styled death sentence on the au- 
thor is not the answer. “The truth 
should prevail,” said the minis- 
ter. “I call upon writers to re- 
spond to the book by publishing 
one or several books to prove 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away fa available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tet. 638968 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away avaUabtm 

Open daily 12:00 -15-30 
18:00-23:30 


Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 y 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our ' 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN T0URISM0 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-O 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon -3:30p.m. 
& 630 p.m. - midnight 


Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Afdlah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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Special Executive Luncheons 
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available 

Open DaShg 12.30-330 pm 
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After the Holiday fain hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Teh 659519 659520 
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warriors of Gaza 
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A Palestinian biscuit factory m Gaza has become a symbol of 
defiance and the fight for self-reliance under occupation. 
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' By Miriam Bianco 

LONDON - — la die increasingly 
bitter, and prolonged struggle for 
nationhood and - independence, 
the staying power of Palestinian 
women is of paramount import- 

{HX*". 

With man y of their men and 
community leaders incarcerated 
in bradi.prisoiis, the burden of 
.everyday, survival falls onto the 
sboukicrsof women, drikfren and 
the oldl 

There are some 220 charitable 
societies m the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, most of them ran »nd 
managed by women. Their role is 
significant because the conditions 
of occupation do not allow for a 
nationa l a u thority concerned with 
social and economic develop- 
ment. It is throu gh voluntary 
work that a wide range- of social 
and economic services — from 


literary classes to dentist's visits 
to schools — are provided. 

Many of the societies coordin- 
ate their work through the Un- 
ion of Charitable Societies or 
other umbrella organisations, 
such as the Federation of 
Women’s Action Committees 
which, since its inception in 1978, 
has encouraged the community to 
help itself by drawing on its own 
resources and worked to increase 
women's awareness of their social 
rights and responsibilities. 
Perhaps the most lasting benefit 
of this approach is that people 
learn to become self-reliant and, 
m so doing, regain their pride and 
self-respect. 

This drive for self-reliance and 
s etf-re spcct, already expressed in 
Intifada or the up rising against 
Israeli occupation, also accounts 
for the Israeli order in June 1988 
b annin g Palestinians from taking 
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France celebrates 
the revolution 

PARIS — The first of January, 95 hot-air baBoons took off from 
the main square in the county town of ”«•*» French Department. 
They were carrying new year’s greeting cards addressed by French 
people. On tbe same day, the Bicentennial stamp with the tenons 
Fokin’s birds was issued: the celebration of the Bicentenary of tbe 
French Revolution was open. 

French Revolution marks one of the most important pages in tbe 
history of Democracy and Human Rights. Tbe universal outcome 
of its message goes beyond the borders of France and the events 
programmed all over, the world are die witnesses. The Bicentenary 
brings up die opportunity of considering the main principles of 
1789: sovereignty of the Nation, liberty warranted by the Law, 
Equality of citizens. Fraternity, and offers a privileged dialogue 
between cultures, ririXsations and peoples of tbe five comments. . 

Bicentennial cele b rations wffl continue aH over tbe year and 
some major events, centred on special themes, will take place 
during die next months. On March 21st, day of spring, trees wfll 
be planted throughout France, following the revolutionary symbo- 
lic tradition. May wffl be the month of memories and the first 
parade of the State General wfll be re con s titute d in Versailles, 
gat hering del egates from afl ova- France. June will be consecrated 
to Fraternity and the constitution of tbe National Assembly 
celebrated. The traditional military parade of July the 14th wfll be 
hdd in the presence of Heads of States invited by the president of 
die Republic and in the night will take place “the greatest ball in 
the world. ’’ August wiH pay tribute to the Declaration of Hunan 
Rights with a parade of die world's greatest c arniva l processions. 

Many countries wifl be associated to these celebrations. About 20 
of them decided to print a commemorative stamp. Music, sympo- 
siums, theatre, films, exhibitions, television and radio program- 
mes, contests will take place to remember one of the more striking 
page of the history of Humanity. 

IN AMMAN, the French Cultural Centre concentrates tbe 
celebration of the bicentenary of the French Revolution in March: 
“1789*% a poster exhibition wfll present from March 14 to March 
23 the main moments and tbe important persomtages of tbe French 
. Revolution. A conference will be held by Nelly L ama upon “Art 
and tbe French Revolution” March 27th. The French actor Eric 
Eychenne trill present at Tbe Royal Cutaral Centre “to live free 
or to die”, a panor ama oT tbe m os t famous episodes March 19th. 
“R/evofatioa sees by cinema” will be a cyde of films screened at 
the French Cultural Centre during this month, from the cla s s ical 
“si Versailles ra’etait conte” by Sacha Guitry to .tbe modern 
“Chooam” by PKBppe de Brora or “1789” by Ariane Mnoecfa- 
tine. 









On Wednesday night at 10:20 Jordan Television will present the 
second part' Eivis and Me. 

Dkaatigfi wt with' hie music and his movies, and faced with 
finawrifll pro blems brought on by his legendary generosity, Elvis 
attempts to change his life, and proposes to Priscilla. Surrounded 
by Elvis' entourage and flock of reporters, the two are wed. TTie 
mar riage is plagued by problems and scandal. A 1968 television 
serial broadies new Kfe into Elvis’ career, but constant touring, 
Ufemedia, and his growing dependence on drags begin to change 
the Elvis that Priscffla bad first fallen in Jove with, and soon the 
marriage disintegrates.- - 

Repent, repent Rushdie 
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are other ways to deal with tbe 
book and writer) shows their 
hatred toward the East.” 

She added that the writer gave 
the West something to dwdl on 
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ha book 

made Wm 


it;, and 

by defeasing 


own people and heritage. 

. She believes , that writing The 
Satanic Verses is a form of 
treason, and “in most Western 
countries treason ispunishable by 
life imprisonment or by death. 77 

“In the final . analysis, the 
whole episode has only fuelled 
the Western animosity towards 
-the East,” she added. 


part in die popular committee 
movements even at neighbour- 
hood levels. 

Humanitarian aims 

Searching for ways out of their 
dependence on die Israeli eco- 
nomy, Palestinian women have 
defied the Israeli ban and become 
increasingly active in the commit- 
tees. Membership of the commit- 
tees now exceeds 5,000. First 
founded in 1978 the committees 
have come to reflect the different 
strands within the PLO move- 
ment, although their original 
function was to work mainly for 
humanitarian aims. 

As Kitty Warnock, assistant 
programme officer for North 
Africa and Middle East at the 
London-based charily. War on 
Want said, “Because the PLO 
have no parliament, nor elec- 
tions, it’s inevitable that their 
own differences win be acted out 
through other channels. Of 
course, because political express- 
ion is illegal, political debate has 
to exist.” 

But it is the unity, the con- 
certed action for change and im- 
provements that stand out among 
the achievements of the WACs. 
In the occupied territories they 
have recently taken the initiative 
to set up nursery schools, such as 
the Early Childhood Resource 
Centre in Zababdeh in the north- 
ernmost part of the West Bank. 
The centre offers in-service train- 
ing for aH teachers in the area as 
well as hoping to develop a work- 
shop for teachers to make their 
own educational materials, cru- 


cial instruments in teaching. 

At the other end of the occu- 
pied territories, in the village of 
Abasan in the southernmost 
point of the Gaza Strip, the final 
settlement before the Egyptian 
border, a WAC has set up 
another yet totally different pro- 
ject — a biscuit factory. 

Despite the traditional Muslim 
rules concerning the role of 
women in society, even in small 
villages whole communities have 
had to come to terms with some 
of the changes affecting their 
lives. In Abasan, for example, 
pressure to make ends meet has 
forced mothers to look for work. 
Its distance from Israel made it 
quite impracticable to travel great 
di'tf ances for work, even if there 
was any available. The need for 
something closer to home then 
more essential. 

The decision to open a biscuit 
factory was linked to the “wider 
economic aim to help develop the 
Palestinian economy, especially 
in food (as the market was 
flooded by cheap and subsidised 
Israeli food) and to regenerate 
agriculture and local food proces- 
sing,” Warnock said in an inter- 
view. 

“Food-creating projects meant 
food was available locally and 
could be stored in villages be- 
cause people were not going to 
work, or me markets were closed 
or curfews were blocking the 
roads. There was also the great 
fear of villages under siege,” said 
Warnock “mid then there was the 
resulting effect on morale. 

“The policy of cutting off from 


Israel, i 

proved to tire Palestinians that 
self-sufficiency was possible." 

Marketable products 

The Abasan jnoject employs 
about 10 wometTworkers — the 
bakers, a woman manager and a 
director. The project could get 
off the ground because, as War- 
nock explained, “it didn’t require 
too much investment or too many 
skills that the villages did not 
have. Also, it was necessary to 
have an easily marketable pro- 
duct. 

“Biscuits then were aimed at 
local hospitals and schools, and 
their success had been previously 
established in another similar 
project — tbe Samihi Khalil El 
Birch project in the West Bank, 
which had been dosed in June of 
last year,” she said. “In Abasan, 
the biscuit factory was set up two 
years ago with initial support 
from War on Want which pro- 
vided the money to buy a large 
industrial size oven.” 

So far there hasn’t been time to 
test the commercial viability of 
the project. . This is a problem 
linked to Intifada, said Warnock. 
“Da ring last summer, tbe women 
gave tbe biscuits to children in tbe 
refugee camps as a gesture of 
solidarity and, because tbe peo- 
ple were short of food, during the 
long curfew.” 

The underlying themes of these 
women's lives then seem to be 
open defiance of the occupation 
on the one hand, and active 
defence of the community and 
individual life on the other — 
Academic File. 
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Palestinian women at work in the Abasan biscuit factory in Gaza. 





ALCHEMIST’S LABORATORY: A scene 
from Richard W illiams ’ anima ted feature 
film The Thief Who Never Gave UP. Lit by 
candles and wall torches, Zig-Zag’s Plotting 


Room is like an alchemist's laboratory. Per- 
ched on a stand-up globe is Zig-Zag’s familiar 
pet vulture — Phido. 



SHADOW: Suddenly an inky Mack diagonal 
shadow crosses the rooftops — the vulture 


shaped turret of Zig-Zag’s Plotting Room — a 
scene from The Thief Who Never Gave Up. 


The two dimensional and love for Islamic art 


By Haroori Sugteh 

Arab News 

THE record-breaking commer- 
cial success of the Disney-Spiel- 
berg blockbuster Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit? has allowed 
Richard Williams, its Oscar-win- 
ning animation director, to con- 
centrate on his own project, an 
Arabian Nights fantasy known 
under various working titles as 
Tbe Cobbler and tbe Thief, 
Once, and Tbe Thief Wbo Never 
Gave Up. This unfinished film 
has been in production for 24 
years and has become something 
of a legend within the industry. 
Or. until recently, something of a 
joke. 

But money talks in Hollywood 
and red carpets are now being 
rolled out for Richard Williams 
and his amazing movie. If all goes 
well — and given tbe vagaries of 
movie financing who knows? — 
Tbe Thief should go into full 
production before toe summer, 
which means that it won't be 
released for another three years; 
which means the film will have 
been 27 years in the maki ng. On 
those terms alone. The Thief 
Wbo Never Gave Up is of histor- 
ical interest. 

More importantly, it is a mas- 
terpiece — an epic easily compa- 
rable in its achievement _ to 
groundbreaking films like Birth 
of a Nation, Citizen Kane, Alex- 
ander Neysky... and its 
antecessor. Snow White. Even if 
it is ultimately unsuccessful, Tbe 
Thief will have the monumental 
cult status of Abel Gance's failed 
masterwork, Napoleon. In feet, it 
was the film’s reputation as "Art” 
that made raoneymen reluctant to 
back it. Now none of that mat- 
ters. Anyone who can help bring 
in $300 million in box office 
receipts is — artist or not — • 
A-OK by Hollywood. 

Impact 

Richard himself wasn’t all too 
sure what impact his movie would 
have on audiences until, several 
years ago. he showed the finished 
footaged at toe National Film 


Theatre to an auditorium full of 
school children. “I didn’t know 
what to expect. It was incredible! 
These kids started jumping up 
and down, standing on their 
seals, screaming. There was this 
ascending roar! They went crazy 
over it! The impact was just 
fantastic.” After that he was as 
certain as anyone could be that he 
had a blockbuster on his hands. 

Indeed, you almost have to be 
blind not to be blown away by toe 
show reel of The Thief. When the" 
correspondent from &-S- News 
and world Report saw toe film 
last summer on assignment to do 
a feature on tbe Disney-Spielberg 
hit, be decided to foots on Tbe 
Thief Instead, publishing an arti- 
cle headlined: “You Ain’t Seen 
Nothin' Yet Roger Rabbit!” 

The movie developed out of 
Richard’s collaboration with mas- 
ter anima tor Ken Harris, who 
was famed as the best and fun- 
niest of the Bugs Bunny and 
Road Runner animators during 
his long tenure at Warner 
Brothers. When be retired at age 
69, he took up with Richard and 
they began to work together. 
Harris died in 1982, still working 
on The Thief, which will be dedi- 
cated to him. 

The following are excerpts 
from interviews with Richard 
Williams I have made over the 
last five years about toe making 
of his movie. 

Haroon Sugjch : How did the 
film begin? 

Richard Williams: Well it 
evolved. I was trying to make 
little short of Mulla Nasraddin 
stories .and we actually made a 
couple which we never quite 
finished because they grew into 
the feature. I thought, “I wonder 
if I could do a Nasraddin movie?” 
But the Nasraddin character 
didn't work because it was too 
verbal and I thought, “I must 
take these Oriental aphorisms 
and find a way to do them visual- 
ly,” but when we had them work- 
ing it was only as little shores and 
the picture wasn’t working at ail. 
But I’d put m as light relief, this 
silent character. The Thief, based 
on Ken and tailor-made by me for 


Ken to do what he could do best 
— the sort of action where he 
would try to pole vault a wall and 
do it all wrong, tbe pole wouldn’t 
be long enough and he’d damage 
himself and try again and he’d 
just keep mutilating himself. That 
is what all The Thief sequences 
are. So after a few years we had 
all these sequences with this char- 
acter of the The Thief and Nas- 
ruddin wasn’t working. It was 
obvious, I couldn’t get it to work. 
It just wasn’t working. It was 
heavy and ponderous and not 
entertaining and it wasn’t as good 
as the stories themselves. It was a 
non-starter. Yet, The Thief stuff 
was flying. It was hilarious and 
we bad too much of it. And I 
wanted to do one more sequence. 

I had visited Morocco and 
Istanbul and I was becoming 
more and more interested in 
Islam and I thought, “Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful if there was this 
andent minaret which had three 
golden balls on top of it (I noticed 
they usually had tbe three balls 
on top — l knew nothing really — 


but...) and The Thief is after 
these gold balls and this old 
minaret has a guy -rope attached 
to it, I can get The Thief to do a 
high wire act. With this pole, he’s 
trying to vault this incredibly high 
minaret and he finally gets going 
up a guy-wire to the onion dome 
and then once he gets toe balls 
how is he going to get back 
down? And I thought, “This is 
the most wonderful thing for Ken 
to animate.” 1 fell down laughing ‘ 
every time I would think what 
Ken would do with The Thief on 
a high wire. But I kept saying to 
myself. “Oh no, no, no, we can’t 
do that because we’ve got too 
much of The Thief. J have to get a 
movie out of this “And then 
finally I gave in because- at the 
back of my mind my intuition 
said, “Do it. Do it.” 

So Ken and I started working 
on this sequence which is the 
funniest thing in the picture. We 
then began to realise that this 
sequence could be tbe heart of 
the picture; that there is a 
prophecy that says that once the 



Vincent Price, the recording voice for the Grand Vizier 


balls are taken away the city will 
come to destruction and death. 
So we thought, what if The Thief 
swipes the balls while simul- 
taneously a Ghenghis Khan type 
character called the Mighty One- 
Eye leads this race of one-eyed 
men on an invasion of the country 
and tbe messenger brings the 
news that the frontier guard has 
been destroyed 3nd the country is 
under siege. And I thought. 
“That’s wonderful because my 
whole philosophical search re- 
volved around: Or is everything 
predetermined? If there is 
prophecy, then everything is writ- 
ten. Or is it written? Or are there 
two parallel realities where it’s 
written and yet there is freedom 
of choice." That’s really the sub- 
ject of the film which I hope no 
one will notice (laughs) but that’s 
what I was. trying to work out. 

So 1 thought, "That’s wonder- 
ful! We can animate The Thief 
stealing the ball and we know — 
the audience knows — the coun- 
try’s under siege but the people of 
the city don’t. Yet, has he caused 
it because he steals the balls 
(which he promptly loses)?" I 
partly based this on the siege of 
Baghdad, I’ve forgotten which 
century it was. where the grand 
vizier became a traitor and went 
to the enemy and of course was 
killed by the enemy. And I based 
this character on two terrible 
people I knew who embezzled a 
lot of money from me — a spir- 
itual mountebank and his brother 
— who I combined to make 
Zigzag the Grand Vizier. Now I 
hate these rwo guys but I didn't 
want to pour that hate into toe 
character so I got Vincent Price, 
who 1 love, to do the voice. And 
then the king. King Nod (voided 
by Anthony Quayle). is the 
coachman asleep with the reins in 
his hand. He had been a noble 
warrior king but the vizier has put 
him to sleep by providing him 
with too much food and too many 
women so that he remains deca- 
dent and unaware. From those 
materials 1 realised that this was 
the Arabian Nights, which I’ve 
always loved. I'm making this 
film out of the Dulac illustrations 


for Omar Khayyam and the Hol- 
lywood Roadrunner style in a 
personal version of the Arabian 
N. ; gh»s. The main character, 
whom we’re still developing, the 
Cobbler called Tack, is the" hon- 
est workman. He doesn't speak 
except one line at the end which 
Sean Connery has promised to 
do. We shook on it. Tack is a 
shoemaker. My granddad was a 
shoemaker. He’s the honest, not 
very intellectual element, but a 
wonderful character which is still 
evolving. 

H.S.: One of the striking things 
about the film, or tbe footage that 
I have seen, is its classical Per - 
sian-Islamic design concept. It 
isn’t really Arabian Nights in the 
Hollywood sense. It’s a kind of 
classical. Oriental Arabian beau- 
ty' that is, of course, off-set by the 
slapstick action of some of the 
characters. But there is an under- 
lying metaphysical — may / say 
Islamic? — element that trans- 
cends Arabian Nights 
stereotypes? How did you arrive 
at this? 

R.W.: Early on I developed a 
great love for Islamic art which 
works in two and a half dimen- 
sions and has more space and 
light than European an. It is 
perfect for animation. 1 decided 
rhat if I worked according to 
those principles I could make The 
Thief much more spatial than any 
animation that's ever been done. 
We made the colours of the rocks 
and the sky gold against blue. 
We used vivid Oriental colours — 
clean, harmonious colours. And 
we developed something of an' 
Oriental script. I didn't know 
then what the Basmallah said but 
I put it in the picture. Then I 
became more and more serious. 
The more I delved into Islamic 
art the more beautiful it seemed 
to me and the more I tried to 
incorporate it without blasphem- 
ing it- 

H.S.: How has this changed tbe 
thrust of the film? 

R.W.: Utterly. The picture is 
becoming deeper. The beauty of 
Islamic design is taking over the 
picture. 
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Despite increased use of modern farming methods and hrig&tiOD 
technology China’s agricultural output value grew only by 3.2 per cent 
and grain production declined by nine million tons to 394 milli on tons 
in 1988. 

Real income drops 
for Chinese city folk 

China's history. Retail prices in 
December were 26.7 per cent 
higher than a year earlier. The 
bureau said the prices of meat, 
poultry and eggs, fresh vegetables 
and aquatic products were all up 
by more than 30 per cent. 

Among basic materials, the 
general price index for rolled 
steel was up 21 per cent, copper 
was up SO per cent and aluminium 
was up 38.6 per cent. 

Zhang said gross national pro- 
duct rose 11.2 per cent to 1.39 
trillion yuan ($374 billion) and 
national income totalled 1.15 tril- 
lion yuan ($312 billion), an In- 
crease of 11.4 per cent 
But. growth, he said, was un- 
even, and “the gap widened be- 
tween social supply and social 
demand.” 

Industrial output value shot up 
20.7 percent to 1.81 trillion yuan 
($489 bilHon). Among consumer 
goods, production of colour tele- 
visions rose by 52.8 per cent, 
refrigerators by 84.4 per cent and 
motor vehicles by 37.1 per cent. 

Basic industries like coal and 
steel, however, showed relatively 
slow growth, and 20 per cent of 
enteiprises could not operate at 
full strength because of power 
shortages. 

Agricultural output value grew 
by only 3.2 per cent and grain 
production, the crucial measure 
of tbe aation’s agricultural 
health, declined by nine million 
tons to 394 milli on tons. 


BEUING (AP) — More than 
one-third of China's city residents 
saw their real incomes decline in 
1988, a year of impressive econo- 1 
mic growth tempered by distur- 
bingly high inflation and serious 
supply shortages. 

The State Statistics Bureau, in 
an annual report, said per capita 
income in urban areas was 1,119 
yuan ($302), up only 1.2 per cent 
from 1987 after deducting price 
increases. 

It said the spending power of 
34.9 per cent of urban families 
declined because their incomes 
failed to keep pace with inflation. 
That compared .to 1987, when 20 
per cent of urban residents re- 
ported declines in their living 
standards. 

Among the hardest hit were 
government employees on fixed 
salaries and construction workers 
affected by late-year implementa- 
tion of policies to slow hhe over- 
heated economy, bureau spokes- 
man Zhang Zhongji said at a 
news conference. 

In rural areas, where more 
than three-fourths of China’s 1.1 
billion people live, per capita 
income rose 63 per cent after 
inflation to 545 yuan ($147). 

“It was a year of joy and worry, 
with many difficulties,” Zhang 
said. 

The main worry was the high- 
est rate of inflation in communist 
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Conflict on cash holds up Iran reconstruction 


By Eric Hall 

Reuters 

DUBAI — Iran needs billions 
of dollars to rebuild its war- 
shattered economy but rapid 
progress is held up by con- 
troversy on how to balance 
national independence and 
Islamic ideals with borrowing 
from abroad. 

The issue is central because 
each oil, petrochemical and ce- 
ment plant, pipeline, road and 
railway needed, to get the coun- 
try on its feet after eight years 
of war with Iraq can be counted 
in billion-dollar units. 

Tehran has very little debt 
but also very little money and 
foreign economists, quoting fi- 
gures from Iranian sources, 
said the economy is more, than 
ready for a big casb injection. 

Estimates of bow much Iran 
needs to rebuild vary widely 
but Ir anian officials talk of 
several hundred billion dollars. 

Industrial output is running 


at less than 40 per cent of 
capacity apart from essential 
sectors such as petrochemical, 
oil, steel and defence, they say. - 

The national power grid 
needs to be extended by half as 
much again just to meet pre- 
sent needs. 

The road network, which is 
to be doubled by the 1990s, will 
still be only a third of what is 
required. Railways are similar- 
ly oypr-extended, the officials 
said. 

In a nation of 50 million, 
unemployment is officially put 
at up to three million and 
annual population growth 3.9 
per cent. 

Inflati on is estimated at 10 to 
40 per cent a year depending 
op lifestyle, the economists 
said. 

Estimates based on statistics 
from international monetary 
agencies, Iranian figures ana 
foreign economists' guesswork 
show available assets and re- 
venues are unlikely to help 


much. 

Uan's foreign exchange 
assets are anything up to $15- 
bilUon, perhaps only a third of 
which is easily accessible. 

Export earnings in 1989 are 
most likely to be $10 to $11 
billion, 90 per cent from oil, 
economists say. 

Hojatoleslaxn Bayat, a mem- 
ber of Iran's Majlis (parlia- 
ment), said in December offi- 
cials had sought guidance from 
spiritual leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini on the 
problem of borrowing. 

Loans are a difficult question 
for Iran which sees all arrange- 
ments involving interest as a 
form of usury. Khomeini had 
been disturbed by the matter' 
but Bayat did not relay any. 
firm answer 'from him. 

Without a dear directive 
from Khomeini, debate has 
been* split between those 
favouring long-term debt and 
those .preferring only short- 


term, limited loans for projects 
that can repay the foreign ex- 
change with ««h generated. 

| Oil Minister Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh, quoted by the New 
York Times, said Iran’s main 
policy was economic recon- 
struction and it would borrow 
for major infrastructure pro- 
jects. 

But no more than $3 billion 
over the next five years and 
only for projects which pro- 
duced revenues, he added. 

For immediate needs Iran 
has lobbied hard for govern- 
ment guaranteed export credits 
from its trade partners, barter 
deals, joint ventures where the 
foreign partner takes part of 
the product as payment for the 
initial loan, and longer and 
longer maturities on credits for 
imports from foreign com- 
panies. 

None of these methods waste 
precious foreign exchange. 

Prime Minister Mir-Hossein 


Mousavi has been most wary of 
Iran becoming political and 
economic hostage to foreign 
lenders but he wants energy, 
petrochemicals and heavy in- 
dustry designated as priorities. 

Influential Majlis Speaker 
Hojatoleslam Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani has said 
Iran is prepared to use foreign 
credits. 

Industry Minister Gholamre- 
za Shafei has argued construc- 
tion materials are a priority but 
'has said the cement industry 
gets only one tenth of its fore- 
ign exchange requirement. 

“No project could get started 
without cement," he has said. 

Defence will also remain a 
burden in the absence of a firm 
peace treaty with Iraq after the 
Aug. 20 ceasefire. Mousavi 
said defence will stilt take ab- 
out 40 per cent of the budget. 

Oil offers little short-term 
comfort. Iran is allowed to pro- 
duce 2.64 milli on barrels a day 
under the Organisation of Pet- 


roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) quota agreement. 

Oil industry analysts esti- 
mate it can export only around 
2.5 million of this due to war 
damage to its Gulf export ter- 
minals. 

At an average $13 per barrel 
in 1989, the analysts estimate 
oil earnings at $9 to $10 billion, 
half the peak of $20 billion in 
1983 at foe height of foe war. 

Ironically, foreign bankers 
consider Iran an excellent lend- 
ing opportunity as long as the 
government has a firm policy 
clarified by its top leadership. 

“Iran has paid it debts on 
time and has a first class re- 
cord,” said Brian Constant, a 
senior Middle East and Africa 
manager at Lloyds Bank Inter- 
national. 

Bankers estimate Iran has a 
minima] $3 to'. $4 billion of 
short and medium-term debt. 

Iran has proven oil reserves 
of some 93 billion barrels 
tbe world’s fourth largest. But 
it needs money to extract them. 


Time, Warner spurn foreign 
suitors to form world giant 


NEW YORK (R) — Two Amer- 
ican firms launched in foe roaring 
twenties, publisher Time Inc and 
film and music giant Warner 
Communications Inc, have 
spurned foreign suitors and 
agreed to merge into foe world’s 
largest media enterprise. 

The deal, announced Saturday, 
will make Time Warner Inc a 
huge entertainment . and media 
conglomerate set to challenge 
competitors worldwide with a 
market value of $18 billion and 
annual revenue of $10 billion. 

“Only strong American com- 
panies will survive after foe 
formation of a unified European 
market in 1992,” Warner Chair- 
man Steven Ross said in an 
interview with foe New York 
Times published Sunday. 

Under foe merger accord. 
Time will acquire Warner 
through an exchange of stock, 
forming a media empire that will 


be a world leader in recorded 
music and music publishing, 
magazine and book publishing, 
filmmakmg and cable television. 

The agreement, which includes 
$3 billion of long-term debt, 
would be foe second-largest 
corporate merger in U.S. history 
after Kohlberg Kravis Roberts 
and Co.’s $25- billion acquisition 
late last year of RJR Nabisco Inc. 

Time and Warner, both New 
York-based companies, were 
founded in 1923 by American 
entrepreneurs. Each has seen off 
rumours of takeovers, including 
some from abroad, while acquir- 
ing prize new properties and 
seeking continued independence. 

In 1983 Warner was a takeover 
target of Australian- born Rupert 
Murdoch's News Corp. Ltd. and 
instead readied a deal with Chris- 
Craft Industries, which bought a 
major stake in Warner, now 
amounting to 11 per cent, to foil 
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annsyfvania 18501 , USA 
- CAREER DIPLOMA PROGRAMS 


latantatienal Corrw 

Box 1900, Scranton, 

ASSQCUOEH 

SPECIALIZED BUSINESS 
QEGRS PROGRAMS 


60 Business Management 
SI Accounting 
80 Business Mar 
with option in 


56 
07 US. 


81 Business Management 
with option m Finance 

ASSOCIATED! 
SPECIALIZED 
TECHNOLOGY DEGREE 
PROGRAMS 

67 Bectnxiics Technology 
63 Ovfl Engineering Tech. 
62 Mechanical Ena Tech. 
65 Electrical Eng. Teen. - 


Get FREE 
Information — 

MAIL ENTIRE AD TODAY 
Write the ranter of the one career Biel Interests yon. 

PLEASE PRINT 

NAME 


04 Auto Mechanics 
18 Bookkeeping 

02 Electronics 
21 Secretary 
06 Electrician 
29 Police Sciences 
32 Art 

09 Legal Secretary 
55 these! Meehan cs 
87 TV/VCR Repair 

03 ChHd Day Care 
B5 Drafting 
35 Travel Agent 
260A Architecture 

246 Digital Electronics Servicing 260C Machine Shop 
260 B Building Trades * 161 Engineering 

106 General Business 41 JounoJisni/Shart 

144 Practical Engksh Story Writing 

89 Smafl Engine Repair 40 Photography 


59 Catering Gourmet cooking 
20 Med real Dental Office Asst 
57 Microcomputer Repair 
05 Hold Restaurant Mi 
M Air Conditioning & 

12 Interior Decorating 

51 RBhion Merchandising 
28 Motorcycle Repair 

52 Surveying & Mapping 
94 fitness A Nutrition 
22 WildfflB Conservation 
19 Veterinary Assistant 


42 Dressmaking ff Design, 


-AGE- 


ADDRESS— 

CITY/SWIE. 

COUNTRY— 


. PHONE ( 


RJ A Subattvy or NMcnaT Education OaponMCn 



Anno 



prog* 5 

. .„..jutvces His 

prouo'Y 

UNDER THE TRAINING AND SUPERVISION OF A HIGHLY 
Qualified Austrian lady 
INSTRUCTOR CAME 
SPECIALLY TO BE AT 
YOUR 

DISPOSAL. 

AND ASSESS YOU 
IN THE FOLLOWING : 

Jk 

•AEROBIC. 

•BODY SHAPING. 
•SWIMMING . 
•SQUASH. 
•SAUNA . 
•WEIGHT MA- 
CHINES. 

•FACIAL & ALL 
KINDS OFBEAIL 
TY TREATMENTS. 


TIME 

For Ladies 

ONLY 

9: 00 6*00 P.M- 


FOR FURTHER 
DETAILS AND 
APPOINTMENTS 

PLEASE CALL; 
823274 AMMAN 



foe Murdoch bid. 

“Warner is the last American- 
owned record company," Ross 
said. “This was an industry that 
America created, but all of the 
companies other than Warner 
that were started by Americans 
are now owned by British, 
Japanese, German and Dutch 
companies.” 

The merger follows increasing 
foreign media purchases of U.S. 
publishers and communications 
firms, deals which grew from $6.5 
billion hi 1987 to nearly $10 bil- 
lion last year. 

“The 1 last $4 or $5 billion 
worth of magazine deals in the 
United States have been foreign 
companies buying into the Amer- 
ican market,” Time President 
Nick Nicholas told the New York 
Times. 

The biggest spender last year 
was News Corp Ltd., which 
agreed to buy Triangle Publica- 
tions, publisher of America’s 
high-drculatiou TV guide, for $3 

British publisher Robert Max- 
weTs Communications Corp paid 
$2.6 billion to buy MacMillan 
Inc, one of the last big indepen- 
dent publishers, and French pub- 
lisher Hacbette SA spent over $1 
billion on U.S. properties. 

Time is foe largest U.S. maga- 
zine publisher, with combined 
circulation of 30 million and 120 
million readers worldwide. It 
publishes such titles as Time, 
Sports Illustrated and People 

Warner is the parent of Warner 
Bros, movie studio. It has been 
among foe top three studios for 
the last 15 years and has earned 
foe industry’s largest revenues 
and profits since 1969. 

Warner is the largest U.S. re- 
cord firm and second-largest in 
the world after the CBS-Sony 
group. Last year it bought Lori- 
mar Telepictures Corp, Holly- 
wood's leading television produc- 
er, for $650 million. 

The companies have extensive 
cable television interests which 
together will rank second in the 
United States. 

“Together we will be a worl- 
dwide leader in all our 
businesses, enabling us to create, 
and innovate in ways each could 
only dream about before,” Ross 
and Time Chairman Richard 
Munro said in a statement. 


Turkey 
steps up 
oil drilling 

DIYARBAKIR (R) — Turkey is 
stepping up oil drilling near foe 
Iranian, Iraqi and Syrian frontiers 
under the gaze of army troops on 
guard against Kurdish rebel 
attacks. 

Oil wells, some with foreign 
participation, dot tbe landscape 
from foe fertile Tigris valley near 
the southeastern city of Diyarba- 
kir to inhospitable mountains fac- 
ing Iran. 

Turkey’s state-run corporation, 
TPAO, said it produced 28320 
barrels per day (b/d) of ofl in 1988 
from 415 wells, mainly in the 
southeast, and planned 88 new 
onshore wells this year. 

Seismologicai and drilling op- 
erations pose added problems for 
security forces, who have been 
battling rebels of the banned Kur- 
dish Workers Party (PKK) since 
mid-1984. The PKK is seeking 
antonomy for Turkey’s estimated 
eight million Kurds. 

Apart from reported attacks on 
Iraq's oil export pipeline to the 
Mediterranean- during foe Iran- 
Iraq war, Turkish and foreign 
oilmen have hardly been 
bothered by the Marxist PKK. 

But Turkey is taking no 
chances, especially if the PKK 
decides to strike at economic 
targets in a campaign that has 
dawned more than 1,300 lives, 
many of them Kurdish villagers. 

“Wells are protected by normal 
means. We tell foe interior minis- 
try before starting them. Thank 
God we have not had any 
attacks,” TPAO production head 
Bumin Gurses told Reuters. 

At a cluster of TPAO wells 
northeast of Diyarbakir, para- 
military gendarmerie forces are 
stationed at an oil camp in a 
prohibited military zone. 

The Serhaban camp is one of 
three in the area, where TPAO 
says 34 of its wells are producing 
4,500 b/d of oil. 

Outside their single-storey bar- 
racks. soldiers were handing rifles 
to about 60 Kurdish men. 

Some live in a shanty village 
outside the concrete and barbed- 
wire fence drcliug the barracks, 
another bnilding housing five 
TPAO men, a garage and six 
small storage tanks. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

A deluxe second-floor furnished flat situated in a quiet 
area between 3rd and 4th Circles. Consists of two 
bedrooms, large sitting & dining room, wall-to-wall carpet , 
centrally heated and with separate telephone. 

Please call Telephone: 642643. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
POSITION 

We are a major services company based in Amman and 
operating throughout the Middle East. We have a vacancy for the 
above position. Correspondence and office work mainly in 
English, knowledge of Arabic language an advantage. Usage of 
.Word Processor mandatory. Ability to produce a high standard 
of work essential. Only applicants with experience need apply. 

For an interview please call 661836 or 667729 as from 
V Monday. 


.LUXURIOUSLY FURNISHED- 
APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

First Hoot of 220 sq.m., brand-new furniture. In a two floors family 
building located in the distinguished residential area, near the Guests 
Palace (between the 6th & 4th Circles) No. 147 Aqsa Street - Jabal 
Amman. 

Overlooking one of the largest and most beautiful private garden in 
Amman, 

Consisting of; Large salon, dining room, two double bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, taundiy room with fully automatic W.M., fully equipped 
spacious kitchen with refrigerator & deep-freezer. 3 balconies and a 
car-park. 

Equipped with colour T.V., Video, tape-recorder, telephone and central 
heating. 

If Interested please call: Tal. 812562 (sjil) A 671509 (pjn.) 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, March 4, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Found Sterling 
JDeutscbcmark 
'Swiss franc 
French banc 


Buy 

ScO 




338-0 

542.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 

420.0 

424.8 

924J 

933J 

258.7 

260.9 

291.6 

294.6 

Swedish crown 

85.0 

85.7 

341.2 

343.9 

Italian lira (for 100) 

39.6 

39.9 

85.9 

86.6 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

1392 

140.3 


ECONOMIC NEWS IN BRIEF 


Islamic bank reports ’88 profit rise 

BAHRAIN (R) — Massraf Faysal Al Islami of Bahrain, one of 
Bahrain’s two offshore Islami c banks, said Sunday its 1988 net profit 
rose 24 per cent to $4-3 million. The bank, which is a subsidiary of 
foe Bahamas-based Dar Al Maal Al Islami group, said in a 
statement its assets rose to $73.8 million at end-1988 from $69.9 
million in 1987. No dividend was paid for either year. “Despite foe 
slowdown in economic activities of the region, the bank has 
continued to record consistent growth in all areas," the statement 
said. “Greater emphasis is being placed on merchant banking and 
development of marketable instruments." Islamic banks operate 
on a system of profit and loss sharing, avoiding interest-related 
financial instruments. Along with the Jeddah -based Al Baraka, 
Dari Al Mai Al Islami is one of the two major Islamic banking 
groups in the world. Both were established by Saudi investors, but 
carry out most of their operations outside Saudi Arabia. 

Nigerian debt rescheduled 

PARIS (AP) — Officials from Nigeria's creditor governments have 
agreed to reschedule part of the African country’s official and 
publidy guaranteed debt, the French Finance Ministry said 
Saturday. The agreement was reached at a two-day meeting of the 
Paris Club of official creditor nations, an informal group that meets 
regularly to consider requests for debt relief from cash-strapped 
countries. Tbe ministry statement did not specify the amount of 
debt involved. The French news agency, Agence France-Presse, 
reported it to be nearly $6 billion. Tbe ministry statement said the 
creditors agreed to allow Nigeria to repay foe rescheduled debt in 
10 equal semi-annual payments beginning in. February 1995 and 
ending in August 1999. According to data from foe World Bank, 
Nigeria's total oatstanding long-term debt exceeded $26 billion at 
the end of 1987, practically all of which was either public or 
publicly guaranteed. 

‘Oil drilling harms Arctic’ 

NEW YORK (R) — A government report says improper and 
careless management of chemical and oil wastes by the oil industry 
is seriously damaging parts of foe Alaskan Tundra, the New York 
Times reported in its Sunday edition. It said the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) draft report reported that failure to 
comply with federal regulations was threatening the environment 
of the Prudhoe Bay area, west of the Arctic national wildlife 
refuge. The oil industry says foe refuge's coastal plain is the 
country's most promising area for a major new oil strike and could 
supply up to 3.2 billion barrels. The coastal plain is also the 
breeding ground for North America's largest remaining herd of 
migratory caribou and foe home of polar bears, musk oxen, 
wolves and Arctic foxes. The newspaper said foe report documents 
acres of Tundra blackened by chemical spills, oil wastes seeping 
from drilling pads, stacks of leaking chemical drams and failure to 
comply with federal regulations for handling hazardous materials. 
Congress is likely to decide this year whether to allow oil 
exploration within the refuge or protea it from any development. 

GCC plans $500m venture with Iraq 

ABU DHABI (R) — The six-member Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) is planning a $500 million ' joint venture with Iraq on 
industrial and trade projects, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
news agency WAM said Sunday. Mohammad Abdullah Al Mulla, 
secretary general of the GCC Chambers of Commerce Federation, 
told WAM foe venture would take advantage of Iraq's easing of 
restrictions on foreign investment and encouragement of privatisa- 
tion to revive its war-damaged economy. Officials from Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the UAE, Bahrain. Qatar and Oman would 
discuss details of the project with Iraqi officials in Baghdad March 
17, be said. 

Kremlin drive hits vineyards 

MOSCOW (AP) — Excessive zeal in pursuing President Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev's anti-drinking drive caused the destrnaion of 16 per 
cent of Soviet vineyards — many of which weren't intended to 
produce wine at all, a newspaper said Saturday. Wifo a hint of 
bitter irony, the labour daily Trttd said that the systematic 
uprooting of vines, conducted in foe interest of promoting Soviet 
sobriety, table grapes, destroyed table grapes instead ot those 
destined for wine production. In 1985-87, Trud said, 216,000 
hectares of Soviet vineyards, or 16 per cent of foe total, were 
destroyed. The official TASS news agency called it a “human 
folly.” Gorbachev launched the anti-alcohol campaign in May 
1985, raising the price of vodka and other alcoholic beverages and 
cutting production within two months of being named Communist 
D arty chief. 

Barclays nearly quadruples profits 

LONDON (R) — Barclays PLC, Britain's second biggest bank, 
has said its pre-tax profits for 1988 almost quadrupled to £1.39 
billion (S2J9 billion). The figure was higher than financial 
analysts had expected. It compared wifo an adjusted pre-tax 
profit of £369 mfflion ($634 million) in 1987 when the bank set 
aside a £713 million ($1 32 billion) exceptional provision for Third 
World country debts it did not expect to recover. Barclays said it 
had lifted its standard provisions for Third World debt to 38 per 
ant of its exposure, outstripping reserve levels announced earlier 
by its three top competitors. 
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Furuseth beats Tomba 
in record slalom field 
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FURANO, Japan, (AP) — 
Christian Ole Fnrmeth of Nor- 
. way skied to his first Worid Cop 
. race victory Sunday, beating Ita- 
lian star Alberto Tomba by 1.4 
seconds in a men's slalom- 

“My first nm was not so good 
as the www was hard, but I skied 
well in the second run, although 
the gate positions were difficult,' 1 
said the 22-year-oki Furuseth, 
who had finished second in a 
giant slalom race at Furano 
Friday. 

Furoseth put together runs of 
56-02 and 34.51 seconds for a 
'total of 1 minute, 50.53 seconds. 
, 41 Tomba had a 1:51.92 total after 
jjms of 57:13 and 54.79 on toe 
599-metre (1,977-foot) Furano 
Gondola course, which has a ver- 
tical drop of 194 metres (640 
feet). The first ran had 66 gate* 
and the second 63.. 

Jonas Nilsson of Sweden was 
tond in 1151.93, and Marc Girar- 
delli . of Luxembourg, this sea- 
son’s World Cup overall cham- 
pion, was fourth in 1:51.95. 

Last season, Tomba won ax 
slaloms and three giant slalom 
races. This season, ms sole vic- 
tory so far came in a slalom at 
Madonna, Italy. 

Win anywhere 

“1 was always thinking that if 
my condition was good, I would 
be able to win anywhere,” 
Furnseth said. 

He said he started out in Nor- 
dic skiing, “our country’s most 
popular sport,” but after five 
years, he switched to Alpine 
skiing, his specialty for the last 10 
years. 

“Alpine is more fun,” he said. 

In- toe World Cup standings. 


Furuseth’s victory was worth 25 

points, [ witting him . fil m th wi thp 


in the overall standings with 143. 

Girardefli stayed atop toe sla- 
lom standings with 106, followed 
by Annin Bittner of West Ger- 
many with 102 and Tomba with 
10 0 . 

Pinson Znrbriggen of Switzer- 
land, a distant second in the 
overall standings with 287 points to 
GirardeOTs 407, finished 16th in 
Sunday’s slalom in 1:55.47 and 
did not gain any points. Tomba 
stood third overall with 177. 

Felix McGrath of toe United 
States finished fifth Sunday in 
1:52.11, matching his previous 

best tins season, a fifth in a slalom 

race at St. Anton, Austria, last 
Dec. 2L 

Rudolf Nieriich of Austria, 
winner of Friday’s giant slalom, 
fell in Sunday's second run and 
did not finish. 

Swedish star Iagemar Stea-* 
mark, who is retiring after th e 
current series of World Cup ski 
races in Japan, ran off the course 
and did not finish . Stenmark has 
a record 86 worid cup race victor- 
ies in his career. 

A field of 81 men and 65 
women skiers from Austria, 
Argentina, West Germany, 
Canada, France, Britain, Italy, 
Yugoslavia, Liechtenstein, Lux- 
embourg, Norway, Spain, 
Switzerland, Sweden, Czechoslo- 
vakia, the United States and 
Japan competed in Furano, on 
Hokkagio, Japan’s northern main 
island: 

The World Cup circuit moves 
to Shiga Kogen, in central Japan, 
for tiie season’s final legal, start- 
ing Wednesday. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
•ten taum mm. swvtoM. mo. 


TRUMP COUP TOMMY RETURNS 


WEST 


North-South vulnerable. East 
dob. 

NORTH 

*53 

754 

0 Q J 10 2 
* AQJ2 
EAST 

* A Q 10 9 C * Void 

9*832 9 10 6 

0 A64 O K 9 8 7 5 3 

♦ JK . . * K> 9 7 4 3 . 

SOUTH* 

. 4 K J'8742 

9AKQJ 
0 Void 


* 16 5 

The bidding: 


East 

South 

West 

North 

3 O 

3 * 

Pan 

3 NT 

Fait 

4 <7 

DM 

4 4 

Fan 

Fan 

Pan 

Pan 

DM 

Pan 


Opening lead: Ace of 0 
Trump Coup Tommy was bunt- 
ing with pride at his son Timmy’s 
performance in the Junior Europe- 
an Championships. No sooner was 
Timmy back home than dad shang- 
haied him into a duplicate game at 
the local dub, where he hoped to 
show off his son's abilities. But it 
was Tommy’s skill at handSng bad 
tramp breaks soon came to the 
fore. 

We do not bold any brief for' 
East's preemptive opening bid, al- 
though we are aware that it has be- ' 


come the style in duplicate 
competition. As it turns out. Tom- 
my would have done better to pass 
three no trump, but we don’t blame 
him for bailing out. Note Timmy’s 
delicate correct i on to four spades 
with a doubleton — a dediion that 
has the endorsement of this 

ri^w ri nlPHt . 

Tommy raffed the opening lead 
and led a club, fetching the king 
from West. He decided that be had 
no dmwy tO nnik hk contract if 
trumps were 4-1, so he played for a 
5-0 split. After raffing a diamond 
he cashed three rounds of hearts, 
and was delighted to see East dis- 
card on the last. - - 

Tommy got back to the table by 
raffing his heart winner! A diamond 
raff brought him down to the posi- 
tion he wanted. He led a dub and 
West, who held nothing but trumps, 
was forced to raff. He exited with a 
trump, won in the dosed hand with 
the jack for Tommy's ninth trick. 
The chib return was again raffed by 
West perforce, who had to yidd an- 
other tramp trick to Tommy, finw* 
and at L 

Available for a Sited tee as 
a special offer b a two-far-one 
package of DOUBLES . booklets. 
For yovr copie s send $3 to 
“GOREN DOUBLES,” care tfab 
newspaper, P.O. Boa 442*, Orlan- 
do, Ha. 32802-442*. Make 
payable to “Ncwspapefbooks.” 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



‘Remember last April when you got 
desperate and tried to claim 
your reflection as a dependent?" 


Ua c ramble these four Jumtolea, 

ona letter to each square, to tonn 
tour onflmy words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
, by Hen ri Arnold and Bob Loo 

flbey say tta a reel tow match 
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SHE MARK1EI7 A 
BANKER BECAUSE 
HIS VIRTUES ■ 
EXCEEDED 7H1S5. 

Now arrange the dieted tenure to 
fann the surprise answer. a&SUQ- 
goa tod by the abow cartoon. 

■W.nni.ihrhnm- “fTYT T f ’il ” 

• •fin answer wro. Hto ^ 

(Answers t o m orrow ) 

YmUA-l -Jumble* RHYNE VYING -SALUTE NEWEST 
Answer The Constant) 

it doesn't guartntoe! 


.but 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Graf ploughs on 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Steffi Graf, ranked no. 1 in toe worid, 
overcame 'Arctic winds and a strong challenge from Hana 
Mandlikova far a 7-6 (7-4), 6-3 victory Saturday in the semifinals 
of the U.S. women's hardcotrrt tennis championships. Ann 
Henrieksson of toe United States defeated fellow American 
Katrina Adams 6-3, 4-6, 6-3 in Saturday’s other semifinal. 

Swedish company drops Johnson ad 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — A Swedish brewery and soft drink 
producer has cancelled a fruit juice commercial featuring banned 
Canadian sprinter Ben Johnson after a boycott threat, it was 
reported Saturday. Rune Hestner, chairman of a students’ sports 
body representing die three Nordic countries of Sweden, Norway 
and Denmark, said die Falcon brewery had told him that its 
commercial would not be shown as planned in Swedish movie 
theatres next month. The student group had planned to start a 
boycott campaign against the bre w e ry’s products. 


Europe wants English 
dubs to return, says poll 

LONDON (AP) — 


Most of 
Europe’s national football asso- 
ciations want English 
allowed bade into the continent’s 
three dub tournaments next sea- 
son, according to a survey pub- 
fished Saturday. 

A majority 28 European soccer 
associations questioned said Eng- 
land’s exile, which began after 
the Heysel stadium disaster in 
1985, should be ended. 

The poll, carried out by the 
limes of London newspaper, 
came one month before UEFA, 
soccer’s European governing 
body, is due to consider an ap- 
plication by En glish soccer au- 
thorities far tiie dubs to be re- 
admitted to European competi- 
tions. 

Britain’s sports minister. Cofin 
Moynihan, who wants soccer fens 
to cany identity cards, said last 
week it was ’inconceivable” that 
UEFA could xe-admit English 
dubs so soon after fen violence at 
last summer’s European cham- 
pionships in West Germany. 

But the Times survey said most 
nations wanted to piay against 
English dubs, and were prepared 
to risk their fens. 

“European football generally 
loses out when English dubs are 


not included in the major com- 
petitions,” Austrian soccer asso- 
ciation general secretary Alfred 
Ludwig said in toe survey. 

“We would have no more con- 
cern about the visits of dabs from 
England than from other coun- 
tries. The problem is not confined 
to England. Besides our security 
in football stadia Is now well 
controlled.” 

The nation most opposed to 
the return of the Fn glish dubs 
was Belgium, which hosted the 
1985 European champions cup 
final between Liverpool and 
Juventus, at which 39 fens, most- 
ly I talian, died. 

“We have no reason to modify 
our position of being opposed to 
having English clubs here,” said 
Belgian interior ministry spokes- 
man Lodewijk De Witte. ’’If Brit- 
ish fans were re-admitted we 
would have to deploy so many 
more policemen and spend so 
mnefa more money that it is just 
not w o r th ft.” .. 

Commenting on the Times re- 
port, English Football Associa- 
tion chief executive Graham Kel- 
ly said: ’"This survey confirms 
what countries were saying when 
UEFA circularised them a year 
ago.” 


FORECAST FOB MONDAY, MARCH 6, 1989 

85 HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By The Carroll FRghtor Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
dal in! 

Posh "tifead toward 
career aims. Thera is a need to ex- 
pand finances. Edgy, restlera amo- 
tions can crop up in personal 
contracts. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 A 
comfortable attitude prevefls dor* 
mg important bnalneaa meetings. 
'Ibe week will move smoothly. Open 
nn t out f odiums to BDotber. 

T^AURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Your organ bed and warmhearted 
wa y s wffl win o wo t tea wfapjan 

GEMINI (May 21 to few 21) A 
condnahn will not he in your favor. 
Sticky feefings arise when yon don’t 
get your own way. Good will pro- 
. daces mate good wifi. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
M 21) You are one step ahead of 
others around yoo. Communicate 
objectively with your foeHnga in 
neutral. Reorganise priorities. 

LEO (JaL22 to Ang. 21) You are 
does to eaUbfiaMag the right mix 
between business and pleasure. 
Study past procedures and take the 
succes sf ul methods. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept. 22) Yaw 
nerves aw in danger of busting oat. 
Remain calm today and set in your 
own best interest. Your talents will 
; rewards for the future. 

(Sept. 23 to Oct. 2$ Ex- 
s can lead to waste 
and affect your effi ci e ncy. Your 


loyalty to a project is admirable. 
C onmamkatlo n 

~~ "SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Diplomacy wiD get you through ther 
day.An admirer stire up sopport on 
your behalf. Be pr epared tar 
aroused a— ai feelings. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Yon are budding auoc— pat- 
terns through goodoounaetkaa. 
Cotorfa) people contribute to your 
social experience. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jen. 20) 
You can relax if you let yourself. 
Enjoy shared values with others on 
your level Your determined energy 
conmletM ngnt borizut faith 

AQUARIUS Jan^f to Feb. IB) 
Your m tuition power gains naanrai 1 
turn. Gossip at the workplace 
ahouki be ignored. You ha ve new iu- 
formation on a legal matter. 

PISCES CFUx 2ftoMm.20»Srif- 
fa^ ovemenL formal edocationnal 
development of avocations would 
fit the day’s agenda. Concen t rate 
on horns arnrho nmeut and sfbHnga. 

II Year Chfld la Bom Toda y 

Ha or aha wifi be home hmn& 
with a strong appreciation for fam- 
ily and friends. Intuitive and 
perceptive, your son or daughter 
may prefer mnroridfy. artistic and 
s p irit ual people whiowffl accept 
your thud s poetic nature. 

• • * 

“He Stan impel; they do not 
compel" What you make of your 
Efe is largely up to you! 

© 1989, McNangfat Synd.. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Kamwth Wlttv 


ACROSS 
1 Confidence 


• Tub 
9 Truman's 
birthplace 

14 tammstoniat 
painlar 

15 Harem room 


19 

hero 

17 B etwe en : preL 

18 Mkf-East 


19 Bender 

20 One way to 
provoke a 


23 Poetic adverb 

24 Slangy 


25 OoHar at 


28 Poet 
28 Required 
32 Mieheaf Cato* 
fOm 

36 BJL word 
87 Eggs 
38 Provoke 

42 Whig 

43 - La Moko 

44 Loop 

45 CaL reH 



©IBM Triton* Uadi StrriCM, Inc. 

MH0m* fewfwd 


48 - Sts. Hade 
50 Celebes ox 
62 QUde over 


IHemateaarvad 

5 Lett high and 

S Deign 

7 Hah. month 

8 Mystic card 

9 Tenant 

10 ElacMcai Mift 

11 LAs much 

12 Nautical tana 

63 Genetic letters 13 Hollow stem 

68 Provoker? 21 Mai — 

61 Begins 22 Perceive 

82 Possessive 26 Liduicsta 

83 Doctrine 27 Stumbles 

64 Alpine refrain 
68 Caviar base 
88 Bbtiie topper 

67 Night noise 

68 RmMw 

69 Foundry waste 33 DMy 

34 Decree 

DOWN 36 Valued highly 

1 Happy sign 39 Chef* cevor 

2 White —to r 40 LAs tome 

craft phone 

3 Actress Susan numbers 

4 Yttemh e hw 41 H eg atfi a 


.29 Dummy 

30 December 24 
and 31 

31 ChaBenge 

32 Desert robes 


Yesterday's Paah Solved: 


nnnri nnnran nnrara 
nnnn nruinn nrarcn 
nnnn nnnnnnfrraran 
nnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnriim 
nnnnn non nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn non 
nnn nnnnnnn nnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnn nnnnn 
□nnnnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


46 Laafter 
worker 

47 totals 
49 Smefl 

guitar 

51 Gr. market 

53 Wid dog 

54 Songs 


55 CenMiiitea la 
the pot 

56 Lada 

67 Cell — (vbH) 
SB Decorate 


58 QED word 
« Gas or sheet 
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World Indoor track and field 


New 800 metre, high jump records 


BUDAI s EST, Hungary (AP) — Cuban high' jumper holder Randy Barnes never 
Javier Sotomayor and Kenyan 800-metre runner 
Paul Ereng, two men on missions, hi g hli ght ed a day 
of fora* worid records Saturday at the world indoor 
track and field championships. 


Elly Van Holst of the Nether- 
lands, in toe women's 3,000 
metres, and Kerry Saxby of Au- 
stralia, in the women's 3, 000- 
metre walk, were the other re- 
cord-breakers. 

But the frying feet of Ereng and 
the soaring feat of Sotomayor 
took centre stage. 

The smooth, graceful Soto- 
mayor, the world outdoor record- 
holder, matched his best jump 
•ever, soaring 2.43 metres (7 feet, 
11 Vi indies) on his first attempt 
to cap the record barrage on the 
second day of the championships 
at the Budapest sports hall. 

Sotomayor also cleared 2.43 
(7-llVfc) last September in Spain, 
nine days before the start of the 
Seoul Olympics, which the 
Cubans boycotted. 

So, even though he was ranked 
No. 1 in the world for 1988, this 
was his first opportunity since the 
games to prove that he could beat 
toe best jumpers in the world. 

Although Olympic champion 
Gennadiy Avdeyenko of the 
Soviet Union was not in toe 
championships, the world's other 
top jumpers were. They induded 
1984 Olympic gold medalist Diet- 
mar Moegenfoarg of West Ger- 
many, former world record-hol- 
der Patrick Sjoeberg of Sweden 
and Carlo Thraenhardt of West 
Germany, who held the indoor 
record of 2.42 (7- 11 Vi) before 
Sotomayor surpassed ft. 

After sailing over the bar, the 
gleeful Sotomayor thrust his arms 
into the air, smiled broadly, jog- 
ged partway around the truck, 
stopped briefly to watch a rerun 
of hk jump on the arena's replay 
screen, waved to the crowd went 
to the stands and shook hands 
with Alberto Jaantorena, Cuba’s 


greatest sports hero and winner 
of 1976 Olmpic gold medals in the 
400-metre and 8004neter races. 

To cap the magic moment, 
Jaantorena then presented Soto- 
mayor with the gold medal. 

Ereng, the surprise winner of 
the men’s 800 metres at the 1988 
Olympic Games and the only 
representative of his country in 
the meet, surprised himself with a 

writing fete rush in overtaking 
Jose Luis Barbosa of Brazil and 
winning iq one minute, 44.84 
seconds. 

That erased the record of 
1:44.91 set by Britain’s Sebastian 
Coe in 1983. 


A lifetime's dream 

“This was the race I have 
dreamed about all my fife,” toe 
ecstatic Ereng, a sophomore at 
the university of Virginia, said. 

Van Holst made toe biggest 
impact on toe indoor record 
books, knocking nearly six 
second off the women's 3.000 
mark with a docking of £:33.82. 
The previous record of 8:39.79, 
set in 1986, also was held by a 
Briton, Zola Bodd. 

Saxby, who won toe women's 
walk in 12:01.65. 

Meanwhile, Jamaican Merlene 
Ottey ran toe second-fastest 
women’s 200 ever, 22.34, and 
might haved cracked the world 
record of 22.27 set by East Ger- 
man Heike Drechsler in the 1987 
worid championships if she had 
been seriously challenged. 

The expected showdown in toe 
men's shot pot between Olympic 
champion Ulf Timmermann of 
East Germany and world record- 


materialised, although they 
finished in toe same order as the 
Seoul games. 

Timmermann led all the way 
and won his second straight world 
indoor title at 21.75 metres (71-4, 
1-4), while Barnes had a poor 
series except for his final throw, 
21.28 (69-9, 3-4). Barnes set toe 
world mark of 22.66 (74-4, 1-4) 
this season. 

Soviets Rodion Gataullin and 
Yevgeny Egorov, toe Olympic 
silver and bronze medalists, re- 
spectively, in the men’s pole 
vault, finished 1-2. After clin- 
ching toe gold medal at 5.85 
metres (19-2, 1-4), matching toe 
meet record set by worid record- 
holder and Olympic champion 
Sergei Bubka, also of the Soviet 
Union, Gataullin missed three 
times at a world -record at 6.04 
(19-9, 3-4). 

‘ In Saturday’s other finals, 
Romanian Doina Mefinte repe- 
ated as women’s 800-metre cham- 
pion, in a meet-record 2:04.79. 
West German Helga Aren dt took 
the women's 400- in 51.52, also a 
meet record, as Diane Dixon 
finished second in 51.77, break- 
ing her American record, and 
outdoor world record-holder 
Galina Chistyakova of the Soviet 
Union won toe women's long 
jump at 6.98 metres (22-10, 3-4). 

In the men’s 800, the early pace 
was very fast, and'Ereng was far 
back in fifth place at the halfway 
mark. Bat as the leaders began 
slowing over the second half, the 
rangy Kenyan accelerated and 
reeled them in. 

He finally caught the frontnm- 
ning Barbosa between the final 
two turns and whipped past as 
they toured the final curve. 

“I can’t believe ft,” Ereng said. 

Over the final 200 metres. 
Ereng was docked in an tinoffial . 
25.6 and for toe final 100, his time 
was 12.7. 

Ereng, 20, did not get to 
Budapest until Thursday night. 


toe eve of the championships. 
When be arrived, he expected to 
be greeted for a team of his 
countrymen. Instead, none had 
arrived, and he found himself the 
only Kenyan. 

Good ambassador 

He then called his coach at 
Virginia, Fred Binggeti, who told 
Ereng, “You can represent them 
(the other Kenyans) and be a 
gpod ambassador.” 

Saturday, Ereng made all of 
Kenya proud of him — again. 

Barbosa wound up second, ab- 
out seven metres back, in 
1:45.55, a South American re- 
cord. 

In the women’s . 3,000, Van 
Holst, 29, stayed behind a gallant 
Liz McColgan of Scotland for 
1416 of the 15 laps, before charg- 
ing past her and into the lead. 

It was exactly the type of race 
Van Hulst wanted— and the type 
she expected McColgan to ran in 
their first-ever meeting. 

U I heard she was very fast, but 
she had no strength at the end,” 
Van Holst said. ”1 have very 
good speed at toe finish.” 

McColgan, second in 8:34.80, 
came bade 10 minutes after the 
3,000 and ran the 1,500. But toe 
was exhausted and never was a 
serious challenger, placing sixth. 

“Why did 1 do this?” the rail- 
thin, 1.68 metres (5-6), 99-pound 
(45 kilogramme) McColgan said. 
“I am preparing to better the 
outdoor 5,000-metre world re- 
cord, and this was a practice for 
me.” 

Van Holst’s victory was the 
second for the Netherlands — toe 
first was by Nelli Cooman in toe 
women’s 60-metre dash Friday — 

_ the Dutch into the Soviets 
ir .the gold medal lead after 13 
events. The United States has 
one gold, three silvers and two 
bronze medals, one behind the 
Soviets. 


McEnroe takes WCT in 3 sets 


DALLAS (AP) — John McEn- 
roe shook off toe fatigue of a 
four-set match only 12 horns ear- 
lier to earn a record fifth world 
championship tennis final* title 
Saturday with a methodical 6-3, 
6-3, 7-6 victory over fellow Amer- 
ican Brad Gilbert. 

- Die sixth-ranked -McEnroe ran 
bis all-time WCT finals b ankro ll . 
to $925,000 with toe $200,000 he 
won against the 16tb-ranked Gil- 
bert, who settled for $100,000. 

McEnroe has a 11-1 lifetime 
record against Gilbert, whose 
only victory over McEnroe was in 
the 1985 Nabisco Masters first 
round. 

McEnroe took six months off 
the tour after the loss to Gilbert, 
saying Tm not going to play 
tennis if I lose to jerks like that.” 


McEnroe had defeated Ivan 
Lendl in a four-hour semifinal 
match ending just before mid- 
night Friday. He took the fight to 
the well-rested Gilbert in the first 
set, breaking his service in the 
sixth game with an overhead 
smash. 

Gilbert had arrived in his third 
WCT finals championship ma tch 

with a four-set victory Thursday 
night over Sweden’s Mikael Pera- 
fbis. 

Gilbert was competitive only in 
the third set, which McEnroe 
won on a 7-3 tiebreaker when his 
opponent double-faulted on 
match point. 

McEnroe unveiled some 
acrobatic volley work at the net in 
the second set as he broke Gil- 
bert's service three times. Gil- 


bert suffered numerous unforced 
errors. 

Gilbert was only the second 
alternate in the 18-year history of 
the tournament to get into the 
finals as an alternate. The other 
was Sweden's Anders Janyd. 

Jimmy Connors was to be the 
original alternate but withdrew, 
and Gilbert got a spot in toe 


tournament when West Ger- 
many's Boris Becker caught the 
flu. 

Although almost all of the 
17,000 seats in reunion arena had 
been sold ft was only half-full 
because of a sleet storm that hit 
Dallas an hour before toe match 
began. 


Tenacious Kim retains WBC flyweight 

AOMORI (R) — . Defending champion Kim Yong-Kang of 
South Korea retained toe Worid Boxing Council (WBC) 
flyweight title Sunday when he outpointed Japan's Yukihito 
‘Leopard” Tamakama. Kim, making his second defence of toe title 
he won from Sot Chitalada of Thailand in July last year, traded 
blows with the taller Tamakuma throughout the 12-round fight. 


OPEN VACANCY FOR 
EMPLOYMENT 

An Agricultural Engineer is required specialised in 
production and protection to work in a Citric Farm in 
Al-Ghour. 

Applicant should have at least 2 years experience in 
the same field. 

Those who are interested to work and reside 
in the same farm need to apply and are 
requested to phone parties concerned on 
phone No. 771523 for an appointment. 


Peanuts 



I DON T KN0W/PI6PEN." 
WHEN I LOOK AT YOU 1 , ALL 
I 5E6 15 PIKT ANP OUST.. YOU 
P0N*T NEEP A PSYCHIATRIST... 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 


JUST BECAUSE I OWE 
THE MUTTS A LITTLE | 
BOARD MONEY THEY 
WONT LET ME IN 
OR FEED ME — 



Andy Capp 



m/ YO£/OWT 
AFFORO 7S«Y, 
YO&WDS375. 
&UTVOUCAN 
SIT THERE 
PRINKING* 
BEER-ii 
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Tibetans take 
revenge for 


police shootings 


LHASA (R) — Angry crowds of Tibetans ransacked 
Chinese stores and offices and attacked individual 
Chinese in Lhasa Monday, taking revenge for more 
than 100 casualties suffered in clashes with police the 
previous day. 


Several thousand Tibetans, in- 
cluding young children and old 
women, took control of the pre- 
dominantly Tibetan quarter in 
Lhasa, erecting barricades, set- 
ting fire to Chinese-owned build- 
ings and shouting pro-independ- 
ence slogans. 

Holding aloft a picture of the 
exiled Tibetan leader, the Dalai 
Lama, they surged back and forth 
through burning barricades and 
huge bonfires in the street. 

More than 200 armed police 
skirted the area but by 4 p.m. 
(0800 GMT) they had not inter- 
vened. 

China's official press said that 
at least 11 people were killed and 
more than 100 injured Sunday 
after police were forced to open 
fire on hundreds of Tibetan de- 
monstrators who attacked gov- 
ernment buildings and police 
vehicles and ransacked shops and 
restaurants. 

On Monday afternoon this re- 
porter saw one ethnic Chinese, a 
Muslim, thrown to the ground. 


stoned and beaten. It was not 
dear if he survived. 

A second Chinese Muslim was 
also caught and stoned but 
appeared to escape down a side 
street. 

Nearby, a young maroon- 
robed Buddhist, monk tried to 
stop a mob from attacking a 
Chinese store. 

Inside two women could be 
heard wailing in tenor. They 
apparently escaped through the 
back but their store was com- 
pletely ransacked and everything 
burnt in the street. 

The Tibetans have control of 
an area one square kilometre but 
residents said they feared that 
Chinese police were preparing for 
an attack Monday evening. 

Outside the dty, life was going 
on as normal. 

Witnesses to Sunday's dashes 
said they were the worst ethnic 
violence in Tibet since a pro- 
independence demonstration 
erupted 18 moatbs ago. 

Foreign witnesses described 


how waves of police armed with 
machin e guns attacked the Tibe- 
tan quarter, strafing buildings 
and rooftops. 

Tear gas was also fired. An 
accurate death toll is impossible 
to gauge. Foreigners and Tibe- 
tans spoke of well over 100 peo- 
ple shot by police, including a 
dozen killed. 

Foreign tourists who witnessed 
the rioting denied official reports 
that the Tibetans were armed. 

A crying Tibetan woman 
showed this reporter a pool of 
blood in her kitchen where she 
said an 18-year-old girl was shot 
dead through the eye when police 
stormed their courtyard. 

Two other families also de- 
scribed how police entered their 
homes and shot people indiscri- 
minately. 

Peking has said repeatedly 
Tibet is an integral part of China. 
No foreign government supports 
Tibetan independence. 

. Sunday's riot erupted only days 
before the 30th anniversary Fri- 
day of an armed insurrection 
crushed by Chinese troops. 

An American tourist from New 
Orleans said that about 4:15 Sun- 
day afternoon, Chinese police 
were moving along die streets 
bugging the walls firing as they 
approached. 


China halts wave of migrants 


PEKING (R) — China Monday 
ordered a halt to the movement 
of hundreds of thousands of 
peasants who have flooded into 
major cities over the past month 
in search of work. 

The State Council, China's 
equivalent of a cabinet, said the 
mass exodus from the countryside 
had turned law and order efforts 
to chaos in the cities. * 

In an order published in news- 
papers it instructed local author- 
ities to “persuade" the peasants 
to leave the cities and go home, 
but did not specify how this was 
to be achieved. 

It also ordered local authorities 
to prevent more peasants leaving 
their homes and told railways ana 
road transport companies to re- 
duce services in the areas worst 
hit by the exodus. 

“We must collect our strength 
to persuade and stop the workers, 
so that they do not blindly go 
outside their own areas," the 


order said. 

*‘We must persuade (those in 
the cities) to return to their own 
villages,” it said. 

Hordes of peasants have 
poured into Peking, prosperous 
canton in South China's Guang- 
dong province, and other cities 
since the Chinese new year festiv- 
al last month. 

Chinese television has shown 
dramatic pictures of the workers 
roaming dty streets or living in 
drab tents on spare land. 

In Peking 230,000 people are 
arriving daily, 100,000 more than 
usual. 

Guangdong, bordering the 
British colony of Hong Kong, has 


an overheated economy under 
control, 81,000 rural firms had 
gone bankrupt and a further 
30.000 had gone deeply into the 
red and laid oft hundreds of 
thousands of workers. 


It said many of them were 
unwilling to return to hard and 
poorly paid farm work after the 
higher incomes and easier jobs in 
rural factories. . . 


been invaded .by a work-hungry 
army of 2.5 millic 


ion people and 
provincial authorities have 
warned the peasants may have to 
be sent home by force. 

The China Daily said Saturday 
that since an austerity program- 
me started in September to bring 


Officials have warned that five 
to six milli on people in the con- 
struction industry also face re- 
dundancy this year because of the 
austerity measures. 

China does not release unem- 
ployment figures but newspapers 
have spoken of 20 to 30 million 
jobless and a similar number of 
“surplus workers” — people with 
jobs that give them a salary but 
nothing to do. 

The China Daily has reported 
that China has an estimated 100 
million too many workers. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sri Lanka’s new premier sworn in 


COLOMBO (R) — Finance Minister Dingiri Banda Wijetunga 
was sworn in as Sri Lankan prime minister Monday by President 
Ranasinghe Premadasa, the president’s office said. Announcing 
the appointment Friday, Premadasa said Wijetunga would hold 
the post of prime minister for one year in addition to the finance 
portfolio. He said he had appointed Wijetunga, 67, prime 
minister in preference to other aspirants to prevent a split in the 
party. 


2 die in black unrest in S. Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Two black South Africans were 
stabbed and killed by a gang at the weekend in Natal province, 
police said Monday in their daily report on political violence. The 
report gave no details of the incident in Sweetwaters Township, 
but the killings appeared to be the latest in a power struggle 
between black groups in Natal which has claimed an estimated 
1,000 lives during the past two years. In Johannesburg, a limpet 
mine exploded at an electrical sub-station Sunday night, cutting 
power for two hours to the Mayfair district. No-one was injured, 
police said. Mayfair is one of Johannesburg's so called “grey 
areas” where police turn a blind eye to the influx of non-whites, 
although the suburb is officially reserved for whites. 


False liquor kills 109 in India 


NEW DELHI (AP) — At least 109 people, most of them poor 
labourers, died after drinking homemade liquor in the western 
city of Baroda, United News of India reported Monday. The news 
agency said 40 of 100 people hospitalised after drinking the illicit 


brew Saturday were in serious condition. Press Trust of India, 


however, said 251 were hospitalised and at least 100 were in 
critical condition. Many victims were likely to go blind if they live, 
doctors treating the patients said, according to UNI. PTI quoted 
doctors as saying the death toll could have been lower if the 
victims had sought treatment earlier. The news agency said many 
of the victims became dizzy, complained of nausea and stomach 
aches before falling unconscious. The news agencies said the 
deaths were the worst known case of liquor poisoning in the dty, a 
maj'or industrial centre in Gujarat state 900 kilometres southwest 
of New Delhi. Gujarat is the only Indian state where sale of 
alcohol is banned. 


Hundreds held in Philippine smoking ban 


MANILA (R) — Startled bus passengers, cafe customers and 
hospital visitors were hauled off to police stations at the start of a 
new crackdown on smoking in public. “Our jails are so packed we 
don’t know where to put people,” Corporal Bonifado Draculan 
said. Quezon City offidals said Monday 214 smokers were 
arrested in the first 24 hours of an anti-smoking ban in the Manila 
suburb of two million people. The local law bans smoking in 
public places in Quezon and punishes offenders with 10 dap in 
jail or fines of up to 200 pesos (S9.50). Government offices, 
schools, hospitals, bars, cinemas, discos, restaurants and shop- 
ping centres, must designate spedal areas for smokers. 


50 guerrillas, 8 Indians killed in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (AP) — Indian troops killed 50 Tamil guerrillas 
during a raid of their camp in northeastern Sri Lanka, a senior 
Indian diplomat said Sunday. Eight troops were killed, inducting 
an army colonel. The diplomat, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said the guerrillas were killed when the Indians raided 
the rebels' jungle hideouts in the area of MuIIaitivu. 195 
kilometres north east of Colombo. 


Recruit 
scandal hits 
Takeshita 


again 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita was dealt 
another political blow Monday 
when the former head of the giant 
Nippon Tele graph and Tele- 
phone (NTT) was arrested on 
suspicion of taking bribes. 

The Tokyo District Prosecu- 
tor’s Office said that Hisashi Shin- 
to and a former aide were 
arrested in connection with the 
Recruit share scandal. 


The widening scandal has rock- 
ed the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party and led to opposition calls 
for Takeshita's resignation. 


“The prosecutors have now 
come very dose to the centre of 
the Recruit scandal.” Tsuruo 
Yamaguchi, secretary-general of 
the Japan Socialist Party, told 
reporters. 


Hie 78-year-old Shinto, one of 
Japan's top businessman, step ped 
down as chairman of the NTT 
telecommunications company 
late last year amid reports he had 
received huge profits from the 
sale of cut-rate shares in a Recruit 
subsidiary in 1986. 

In return, prosecutors allege. 
Shinto gave favourable treatment 
to Recruit, includ ing s elling it two 
supercomputers NTT had purch- 
ased from a U.S. firm. 

' More than 100 public figures 
have been implicated in the scan- 
dal, including former secretaries 
to Takeshita and former Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone. 


Three cabinet ministers and 
two senior civil servants have 
been forced to resign in connec- 
tion with the affair in which Re- 
cruit sought to gain influence and 
favours by distributing shares and 
lavish gins. 

Takeshita’s popularity has 
plummeted as the scandal has 
widened, prompting speculation 
he may step down as prime minis- 
ter before his two-year term ex- 
pires in November. 


Opinion polls show, that less 
: in five 


than one in five Japanese approve 
of the government, a post-war 
low. 

Opposition parties last week 
agreed to join forces to demand 
that Nakasone testify in parlia- 
ment on his alleged role in the 
scandal. 


t 
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Residents of the shantytown of Petare in eastern Caracas, carry the body of a man kiHed in last week’s bloody riots. 


Government regains control in Venezuela 


CARACAS (AP) — The govern- 
ment declared it has regained 
control after the country's 
bloodiest riots in decades and 
ordered elementary schools to 
reopen Monday. It also gave a 
new, lower death toll. 

A nighttime curfew remained 
in effect in the capital and the 
country was still under martial 
law. which allows soldiers to 
search houses without warrants 
and detain suspects indefinitely 
without charge. 

Isolated gunfire was heard in 
the capita] early Sunday, but 


there have been no significant 
disturbances since Friday. 

The rioting, which began Feb. 
27, was sparked by increases in 
bus fares and other price in- 
creases mandated under an au- 
sterity plan demanded by foreign 
creditors. 

In a nationwide television 
broadcast, an aide to President 
Carlos Andres Perez revised 
downward the government's tally 
of the number of dead and 
wounded from the rioting, which 
began Feb. 27. 1 

He said 246 people were killed 


— down from Perez’s previous 
estimate of at least 300. Figue re- 
do said 1,800 people were in- 
jured, compared to earlier re- 
ports of at least 2,000. 

No explanation was given for 
the new figures, which were much 
lower than newspaper reports 
putting the death toU as high as 
600 and the number of wounded 
at several thousand. 

Two Caracas hospitals alone 
reported treating 2,300. 

Figueredo said during Saturday 
night's broadcast that foe govern- 
ment was starting to reopen 


schools because unrest has “been 
controlled and the situation... has 
returned to complete normality.” 

He said classes would resume 
Monday for kindergarten through 
sixth grade and begin later in foe 
week for older students. 


It was unclear when universi- 
ties would reopen. Universities 
have traditionally been centres of 
protest of government economic 
policies. 

People filed into the Caracas 
central morgue Sunday trying to 
find missing relatives. 



Baker urges Gorbachev to 


abandon Brezhnev doctrine 


James Baker 


VIENNA (R) — U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker Mon- 
day urged Moscow to renounce 
the “Brezhnev Doctrine” 
which foe West says it has used 
to justify military intervention 
in communist countries. 

Baker, in his first major 
speech to an international 
gathering, also said Washing- 
ton was studying ways to speed 
.up foe removal of U.S. chemic- 
al weapons from West Ger- 
many before a 1992 deadline. 

He told foreign ministers of 
35 states gathered in Vienna 
for a ceremony to launch new 
talks on cutting conventional 
arms that Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev's “real- 
ism" in pressing for new open- 


ness and economic reform was 


encouraging. 

In a largely conciliatory 
speech, he said Gorbachev's 
announcement .that .Moscow, 
would withdraw. 50,000 troops 
and 5,000 tanks from Euro- 
pean frontlines was “a very 
good start.” 

But he said foe spectre of 
Soviet military intervention, 
such as its 1968 drive into 
Czechoslovakia to crush a re- 
form government, still hung 
over Eastern Europe. 

“Those in foe East should be 
free of foe fear that armed 
Soviet intervention, justified 
by the Brezhnev Doctrine, 
would be used again to deny 
them choice,” Baker said. 


“I call today upon secretary 
Gorbachev to renounce this 
doctrine, beyond any shadow 
of a doubt. Let foe new think- 
ing sweep away this vestige 
from foe era of stagnation." 

The Soviet Union argues 
there never was a Brezhnev 
Doctrine, although it accepts 
that Moscow did exert heavy 
pressure on its East European 
allies in the past. 

Western analysts say the 
doctrine which emerged under 
the late Soviet leader Leonid 
Brezhnev obliged Soviet bloc 
states to actively intervene if 
the communist system if any of 
them was felt to be under 
threat. 


Anti-North evidence mounts 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A re- 
tired U.S. air force officer says 
Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North en- 
listed him to help build an airstrip 
for secret military supply missions 
to foe Nicaraguan contras while 
Congress had banned U.S. aid to 
the rebels. 

Richard Gadd was due to re- 
sume his testimony Monday in 
North’s trial on charges of lying 
to Congress and the attorney 
general about attempts by foe 
administration of former Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan to circum- 
vent foe aid ban. 

Gadd testified Thursday that 
North enlisted him to help build a 
secret airstrip in Costa Rica to 
support a “southern front” for 
the contras in their guerrilla war 
against the Nicaraguan govern- 
ment. 


Gadd described how he was 
summoned on a Sunday by North 
co-defendant Richard Secord to a 
meeting with foe White House 
aide, who pointed on a map to a 
remote section of foe country’s 
west coast. 

“Secord and North asked if I 
could build” the airstrip, recalled 
Gadd. 

One of foe government's key 
witnesses against North, former 
National Security Adviser Robert 
McFarlane, was sentenced Friday 
for his role in foe Iran-contra 
affair and is to be called later by 
the prosecution. 

The. problem of handling classi- 
fied material continues to be a 
problem at the trial. U.S. District 
Judge Gerhard A. Gesell held a 
hearing Friday to review what to 
do when the government tries to 


censor material that is already in 
the public domain. 


The latest fight erupted when 
North's lawyers discovered that 
memos the government had cen- 
sored for use in court had been 
made public in their entirety eight 
months earlier in a separate legal 


case. 


One count in foe indictment 
accuses North of obstructing 
Congress by telling the panel that 
he hadn't given military advice to 
the contras and had no know- 
ledge of any specific military ac- 
tion conducted by them. 

Brendan Sullivan, one of 
North’s lawyers, challenged 
whether North’s contacts with the 
committee were “official," since 
no transcripts were kept and no 
oath administered. 


Mercouri backs Papandreou 


ATHENS (R) — Film star- 
turned politician Melina Mer- 
couri is backing Greek Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou to 
win a third term of office in 
elections this summer despite the 
fact that his image is at an all-time 
low. 

In an interview with foe Greek 
daily Eleftherotypia Sunday, 
Mercouri also appealed to Papan- 
dreou’s American wife to agree 
to end their marriage, which has 
been under close public scrutiny 
since the prime minister left her 
for a younger woman. 

Mercouri, who serves as cul- 
ture minister in Papandreou’s 
government and controls public 
relations for foe Pasok Party, said 
her boss still had the charisma to 


retain power for the ruling social- 
ists in next June's elections. 


Pasok, which swept to power in 
1981, has been battered in recent 
months by a series of economic 
scandals and the prime minister's 
affair with a former air-stewar- 
dess half his age. 

The prime minister, 70, has 
been criticised on a daily basis by 
the media for allegedly being 
subject to the wishes of his girl- 
friend. 34-year-old Dimitra Liani. 
The press says foe relationship is- 
affecting government policy. 

Mercouri said: “I am terribly 
bothered about what has been 
written. The (Liani) matter is 
amusing and attractive and it has 
been abused.” 

Papandreou moved in with 
Liani after returning last October 
from heart surgery in London. 
They have been inseparable ever 
since and she accompanied him to 


a European Community (EC) 
summit in December. 

“Mrs. Liani. stood very well at 
foe prime minister's side in Lon- 
don,” Mercouri said. 

She said Papandreou’s wife 
Margaret should grant the prime 
minister a long-standing divorce 
and respect his choices. 

“When a man does not want 
you and makes it public at a very 
critical point of his life by choos- 
ing somebody else you should 
grant him a divorce’ We must 
accept that we don't sign con- 
tracts for life... that we may 
lose." 

Papandreou has caused open 
divisions in the government over 
foe handling of a scandal at foe 
privately-owned Bank of Crete 


involving over $200 million in 


ivolving 
lissins fi 


missing funds. 


80 Sikhs 
freed under 
Gandhi plan 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
freed Monday 80 Sikh leaders 
held in a jail in connection with 
a violent Sikh separatist move- 
ment, a government spokesman 
said. 


Gurcharan Singh Tohra, 
head of a powerful committee 
managing Sikh temples in Pun- 
jab, was among those released 
under a plan announced by 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
to bring peace to the north 
Indian state. 


Police sources in the Punjab 
capital Chandigarh said 
another 88 Sikhs would be re- 
leased from Jodhpur jail, in 
neighbouring Rajastan. 


They said foe two groups 
were expected to be Down to 
Amritsar, where Totara has his 
headquarters in a complex 
housing Sikhdom's holiest 
shrine, foe Golden Temple. 

Tohra was arrested in 1987 
under India's tough National 
Security Act during an upsurge 
of violence by Sikh militants 
fighting for an independent 
homeland in Punjab. 

Violence sparked by foe mili- 
tants killed more than 2^500 
last year and more than 320 so 
far this year. 

Gandhi announced Friday a 
series of concessions to hardline 
Sikh politicians demanding 
greater political autonomy for 
their agricultunfoy-prosperous 
state. 


Beautiful but deadly Korean bomber on trial 


SEOUL (K> — A beautiful 
North Korean agent who blew 
up a South Korean airliner goes 
on trial Tuesday amid security 
preparations exceptional even 
by Seoul's rigorous standards. 

Kim Hyon-Hu!, 27, publicly 
confessed in a tearful television 
broadcast last year to killing 
IK people by planting bombs 
on the plane Nov. 29, 1987. 

She will stand trial in a court- 
house sealed off by 1460 police, 
court officials said Monday. 
Electronic sensors will be set op 
at all entrances, windows in 
nearby buildings wiD be black- 
ed out and scores of martial art 
experts wifi form a tinman bar- 
rier around foe defendant. 

The officials said attendance 


at the trial would be limited to 
10 representatives of foe vic- 
tims' relatives, 42 local and 
foreign journalists, and about 
100 members of the public. 

Kim, charged with murder, 
air piracy and other lesser off- 
ences, told interrogators she 
and a male companion blew up 
foe Korean Air Lines Boeing 
707 on the written orders of 
Kim Jong-H, son and heir-de- 
signate of northern leader Kim 
U-Sung. 

The male agent died after 
swallowing cyanide capsules 
when the pair were arrested in 
Bahrain. Kim also took the 
capsules but survived to be ex- 
tradited to Seoul. . 

Kim said North Korea had 


hoped the bombing would dis- 
courage foreign countries from 
sending athletes to the 1988 
Seoul Olympics. A record 160 
countries, including most of 
Pyongyang’s allies, took part in 
the games. 

North Korea has denied any 
involvement in the bombing. 

Prosecution sources said 
Monday the court would be 
urged to sentence Kim to death. 

Government officials, howev- 
er, maintain she is also a victim, 
brainwashed and exploited by 
the North. They have hinted at 
an amnesty for her after the 
trial. 

There is a precedent for such 
leniency. The sole. North Ko- 
rean survivor of a bloody 1968 


commando raid on the pres- 
idential Blue House in Seoul 
renounced communism and was 
allowed to go free. He now fives 
quietly in South Korea. 


Kim Hyon-Hoi, known as 
Mayumi after the false name on 
foe passport she used, says she 
had trained as an agent for 
seven years, learning lan- 
guages, martial arts and sabot- 
age techniques. 


The former actress appeared 
on Seoul television last year 
and, sobbing, said she was 
deeply sorry for foe disaster. 
Local newspapers at the time 
portrayed her as a ‘^puppet” 
following North Korean gov- 
ernment orders. 









Spaniards draw 
longest comic strip 


SAN CTJGAT DEL VALLES, 
Spain (R) — More than 2,000 
Spanish youths drew what they 
described as the world's longest 
comic strip Sunday. They used 
coloured chalk to depict the 
adventures of Ramon the tramp 
cat over three . kilometres of a 
street in this northeastern town to 
mark foe start of a comics fes- 
tival. 


'Heidi Chronicles’ 
wins awards 


NEW YORK (AP) — Wendy 
Wasserstein has won foe Susan 
Smith Blackburn prize for “The 
Heidi Chronicles,” her play ab- 
out one woman's search for self- 
fulfillment from foe 1960s to the 
present. The $5,000 prize was 
awarded Monday to foe play- 
wright by actress Jessica Tandy. 
“The Heidi Chronicles," which 
opened off-Broadway in Decem- 
ber to critical acclaim, is moving 
to a Broadway house next week. 
Wasserstein had established her 
reputation as a wry social com- 
mentator with her off-Broadway 
hit, “Isn’t it romantic.*' Timber- 
lake Wertenbaker, a British play- 
wright, was awarded a $1,000 
runner-up prize for her play “Our 
Country's Good,” set in 18th- 
century Australia. The prize was 
established in 1978 to honour 
Susan Blackburn, the American 
actress and author who died in 
1977. 


Pepsi bursts bubble 
over Madonna 


NEW YORK (R) — A scantily 
dressed Madonna has upset her 
latest employer, Pepsi Cola, by 
appearing in a sexy video featur- 
ing religious imagery. The Pepsi 
bubble burst when .company ex- 
ecutives saw the Italian-Amer- 
ican chanteuse dancing with a 
gospel choir, kissing the naked 
feet of a statue in a church sanctu- 
ary and singing in a field of 
burning crosses — and pulled 
their own Madonna TV adverts 
from stations that showed the 
offending video. Pepsi had paid 
foe rock idol a reported $5 mil- 
lion to star in a two-minute TV 
commercial — featuring foe same 
music as the video but showing a 
wholesome Madonna — which 
debuted worldwide last week. 
The video. “Like a Prayer," has 
already caused an international 
controversy with a Catholic group 
in Italy threatening court pro- 
ceedings for blasphemy if the 
broadcast went ahead there. 
Madonna's record company, 
Warner Brothers, said in a joint 
statement with Italian State Tele- 
vision Saturday that to avoid 
further controversy it would Dot 
be aired in Italy. The video shows 
a scantily-dressed Madonna 
caressing a priest and includes 
close-up shots of Madonna’s 
hands bearing “stigmata" or 
■wounds resembling those Jesus 
Christ received at foe crucifixion. 


$10 million for 
a diamond 


SYDNEY (R) — A Hong Kong 
diamond dealer has paid the high- 
est price for a rough uncut di- 
amond, the Australian-based 
operator of the mine said Friday. 
Bridge Oil Limited said in a 
statement that Chow Tai Fook 
had bought the 255.61-carat di- 
amond in Antwerp, Belgium, 
Thursday for $10.03 million. The 
company said it was told by mem- 
bers of the International Di- 
amond trade Tender was the 
most paid for such a gem. The 
diamond, found at the Aredor 
mine in the African republic of 
Guinea, weighs 51.2 grammes. 


Your money or 
another 10 years 


READING (AP) — A judge 
gave a convicted drug smuggler 
this choice: handover nearly 
$2.95 million or have another 
decade added to his S. 5-year jail 
sentence. Ronald French, 37, did 
not say in court whether he would 
pay up — the law gives him a year 
to come up with the cash — or 
serve the extra time. The seizure, 
ordered by Judge John Murchie, 
■was the hoariest so far under 
Britain's New Drug Trafficking 
Act. which allows courts to con- 
fiscate foe proceeds of illegal 
drug smuggling. The court con- 
victed French in August of plot- 
ting to smuggle marijuana into 
Britain with the help of an Air 
Frants employee. His sentencing 
was postponed pending an in- 
quiry into his assets. During a 
hearing on the assets, Murchie 
was told of French’s various 
aliases, his 21 bank accounts in 
Switzerland and Spain and his 
companies or other interests in 
Luxembourg, Panama, Liberia 
and South Africa. The judge said 
that he assessed French’s assets 
bom drug smuggling at $4.3 mil- 
lion, with $2.95 million recover- 
able. 



